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Art historians, traditionally, have implicitly accepted the autonomy of the artwork and ignored what Mary
Anne Staniszewski calls "the power of display." In this groundbreaking examination of installation design as
an aesthetic medium and cultural practice, Staniszewski offers the first history of exhibitions at the most
powerful and influential modern art museum—The Museum of Modern Art in New York. Focusing on over
two hundred photographs of the visually rich but overlooked history of exhibitions, Staniszewski documents
and deciphers an essential chapter of twentieth-century art and culture and provides a historical and
theoretical framework for a primary area of contemporary aesthetic practice—installation-based art.

Staniszewski treats installations as creations that manifest values, ideologies, politics, and of course
aesthetics. Incorporating analysis of display techniques used in department stores, natural history museums,
non-Western art galleries, and the international avant-gardes' exhibitions of the first half of the century, she
makes visible both the explicit and covert meanings found in exhibitions. Some of the questions she
addresses are: What sorts of viewers do different types of installations "create"? How do exhibition designs
affect the meanings and receptions of specific objects, images, artifacts, and buildings when they are
displayed? How do installations shape the viewer's experience of the cultural ritual of a museum visit? How
does an amnesia regarding exhibition design affect art history, the art world, and collective cultural
memories?

Among the artists, designers, architects, and curators whose installations the author features are Dennis
Adams, Alfred H. Barr, Jr., Herbert Bayer, RenÃ© d'Harnoncourt, Ray and Charles Eames, Hans Haacke,
David Hammons, Philip Johnson, Frederick Kiesler, Barbara Kruger, Louise Lawler, El Lissitzky, Adrian
Piper, Lilly Reich, William Rubin, Paul Rudolph, Edward Steichen, Giuseppe Terragni, and Kirk Varnedoe.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Wright:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Power of Display: A History
of Exhibition Installations at the Museum of Modern Art? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Virginia Benoit:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Power of Display: A History of Exhibition
Installations at the Museum of Modern Art as the daily resource information.

Antonio Batts:

This book untitled The Power of Display: A History of Exhibition Installations at the Museum of Modern
Art to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can
get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Maureen Smiley:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Power of Display: A History of Exhibition Installations at the
Museum of Modern Art was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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