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“May be the most revealing depiction of the American contemporary classroom that we have to date."
—Garret Keizer, The New York Times Book Review
 
Bestselling author Nicholson Baker, in pursuit of the realities of American public education, signed up
as a substitute teacher in a Maine public school district.

In 2014, after a brief orientation course and a few fingerprinting sessions, Nicholson Baker became an on-
call substitute teacher in a Maine public school district. He awoke to the dispatcher’s five-forty a.m. phone
call and headed to one of several nearby schools; when he got there, he did his best to follow lesson plans
and help his students get something done. What emerges from Baker’s experience is a complex, often
touching deconstruction of public schooling in America: children swamped with overdue assignments, over-
whelmed by the marvels and distractions of social media and educational technology, and staff who weary
themselves trying to teach in step with an often outmoded or overly ambitious standard curriculum.
 
In Baker’s hands, the inner life of the classroom is examined anew—mundane worksheets, recess time-outs,
surprise nosebleeds, rebellions, griefs, jealousies, minor triumphs, kindergarten show-and-tell, daily lessons
on everything from geology to metal tech to the Holocaust—as he and his pupils struggle to find ways to get
through the day. Baker is one of the most inventive and remarkable writers of our time, and Substitute, filled
with humor, honesty, and empathy, may be his most impressive work of nonfiction yet.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Douglas:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Substitute: Going to School With a Thousand Kids.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some
sort of book Substitute: Going to School With a Thousand Kids. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Robert Hollinger:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Substitute: Going to School With a Thousand Kids book is readable simply by you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Substitute:
Going to School With a Thousand Kids content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you
even now thinking Substitute: Going to School With a Thousand Kids is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Karen Nash:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Substitute:
Going to School With a Thousand Kids, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Jeannine Lawson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of



them is this Substitute: Going to School With a Thousand Kids.
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