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An introduction to the coral reef biology and ecology in a full-color identification guide to the better-known
corals of the Pacific, Indian and Atlantic.

Corals have for too long been regarded as interesting natural mementos, usually put on display on a shelf or
in a glass cabinet, rather than as living animals, part of a captivating and delicately balanced ecological
system. Today, scuba diving has provided a way for naturalists to study coral reefs as living ecological
communities and for the sport diver to recognise many corals that were only known as dead display
specimens.

True reef-building corals are limited in geographical distribution to the clear, warm sunlit waters of the
tropical oceans. There are countless reefs throughout the Indo-Pacific region and Australia’s Great Barrier
Reef is the largest, and most spectacular, coral reef province in the world. About 2000 kilometres long and
located on Queensland’s continental shelf, it is made up of over 2900 individual coral reefs composed mainly
of consolidated limestone debris formed from calcium carbonate with living corals on its surface. They vary
in size, form and type, and the coral reef could be considered as the marine counterpart of a tropical rain
forest.

Other barrier reefs are located in the Pacific, Indian and Atlantic oceans, but most of these are much smaller.

Coral Reefs – Nature’s Wonders provides an introduction to the coral reef biology and ecology in a full-
colour identification guide to the better-known coral genera of this region. It will take you into the tranquil
underwater world of subdued sunlight, living coral colonies, brilliantly coloured fishes, sponges, algae,
cowries and giant clams. It is this combination of marine life that gives the coral reefs their mystique.

This book brings home to us the fragility of the whole coral community in its exposure to danger, not only
from adverse sea and weather conditions, but also from other inhabitants of the marine environment.
Hopefully it will help us appreciate the need to conserve and protect the world’s coral reefs.
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From reader reviews:

Joni Thompson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the publication untitled Coral Reefs: Nature's Wonders can be fine book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

James Mendoza:

The reason why? Because this Coral Reefs: Nature's Wonders is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot
of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Brian Rankins:

Coral Reefs: Nature's Wonders can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place
every word into delight arrangement in writing Coral Reefs: Nature's Wonders yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Christina Pena:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Coral Reefs: Nature's Wonders to
make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that
the publication Coral Reefs: Nature's Wonders can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of that time.
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