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On November 10, 1995, the Nigerian military government under General Sani Abacha executed dissident
writer Ken Saro-Wiwa along with eight other activists, and the international community reacted with
outrage. From the Geneva based International Commission of Jurists (who called the executions a criminal
act of state murder) to governments around the world (including the United States) who recalled their
ambassadors, to the Commonwealth of Former British Colonies, who suspended Nigeria from the group, the
response was quick, decisive, and nearly unanimous: Nigeria is an outcast in the global village. The events
that led up to Saro-Wiwa's execution mark Nigeria's decline from a post-colonial success story to its current
military dictatorship, and few writers have been more outspoken in decrying and lamenting this decline than
Nobel Prize laureate and Nigerian exile Wole Soyinka.
In The Open Sore of a Continent, Soyinka, whose own Nigerian passport was confiscated by General Abacha
in 1994, explores the history and future of Nigeria in a compelling jeremiad that is as intense as it is
provocative, learned, and wide-ranging. He deftly explains the shifting dramatis personae of Nigerian history
and politics to westerners unfamiliar with the players and the process, tracing the growth of Nigeria as a
player in the world economy, through the corrupt regime of Babangida, the civil war occasioned by the
secession of Biafra under the leadership of Chief Odumegwu Ojukwu, the lameduck reign of Ernest
Sonekan, and the coup led by General Sani Abacha, arguing that "a glance at the mildewed tapestry of the
stubbornly unfinished nation edifice is necessary" to explain where Nigeria can go next. And, in the process
of elucidating the Nigerian crisis, Soyinka opens readers to the broader questions of nationhood, identity, and
the general state of African culture and politics at the end of the twentieth century. Here are a range of issues
that investigate the interaction of peoples who have been shaped by the clash of cultures: nationalism, power,
corruption, violence, and the enduring legacy of colonialism. In a world tormented by devastation from
Bosnia to Rwanda, how do we define a nation: is it simply a condition of the collective mind, a passive,
unquestioned habit of cohabitation? Or is what we think of as a nation a rigorous conclusion that derives
from history? Is it geography, or is it a bond that transcends accidents of mountain, river, and valley? How
do these varying definitions of nationhood impact the people who live under them? Soyinka concludes with a
resounding call for international attention to this question: the global community must address the issue of
nationhood to prevent further religious mandates and calls for ethnic purity of the sort that have turned
Algeria, Rwanda, Bosnia, and Sri Lanka into killing fields.
Soyinka brings a lifetime of study and experience to bear on his writing, combining the skills of a poet and
playwright with the astute political observations of a seasoned activist. An important and timely volume, The
Open Sore of a Continent will be required reading for anyone who cares about Africa, human rights, and the
future of the global village.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

The book The Open Sore of a Continent: A Personal Narrative of the Nigerian Crisis (W.E.B. Du Bois
Institute) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make examining a book The Open Sore of a Continent: A Personal Narrative of the
Nigerian Crisis (W.E.B. Du Bois Institute) being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like start and read a guide The Open Sore of a Continent: A Personal Narrative of the Nigerian Crisis
(W.E.B. Du Bois Institute). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Carole Clark:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The Open Sore of a Continent: A Personal
Narrative of the Nigerian Crisis (W.E.B. Du Bois Institute) book as nice and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Dorothea Profitt:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Open Sore of a Continent: A Personal Narrative of the Nigerian Crisis
(W.E.B. Du Bois Institute) book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find
the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding The Open Sore of a Continent: A Personal
Narrative of the Nigerian Crisis (W.E.B. Du Bois Institute) content conveys objective easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Open Sore of a Continent: A Personal Narrative of the
Nigerian Crisis (W.E.B. Du Bois Institute) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Denise Wentzel:

You may get this The Open Sore of a Continent: A Personal Narrative of the Nigerian Crisis (W.E.B. Du
Bois Institute) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty
if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just



looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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