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For two centuries the barometer has been an indispensable laboratory instrument. Yet, despite its
revolutionary influence on science, W. E. Knowles Middleton here offers the first complete history of the
barometer as a scientific tool.

Middleton relies on research from Western European documents and manuscripts of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. He begins his story with a pre-history of the barometer, the Torricellian experiment, the
subsequent experiments and controversies in the 1640s, and the barometric experiments during the remainder
of the century.

Later chapters are concerned with the mercury barometer as a scientific instrument, discussing the efforts to
expand the scale to render the instrument portable, and to attain greater accuracy. These chapters follow
accounts of mercury barographs, the history of the corrections to the barometer, the history of the mercury
barometer in North America, and the luminescence that appears when a barometer is moved in the dark. The
final chapters discuss barometers other than those using the weight of a column of mercury.

A large number of the more interesting barometers seen by the author in his extensive travels appears in the
appendix. Nearly 200 figures and diagrams depict the wide variety of barometers studied by the author over
his long career at the Smithsonian Institution.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Weigel:

Here thing why this specific The History of the Barometer are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The History of the Barometer giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The History of the Barometer.
It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café,
or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of The History of the Barometer in e-book can be your alternate.

Richard Cassidy:

The History of the Barometer can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will
put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The History of the Barometer but doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

James Rodriguez:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely The History of the Barometer. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this book
you can get many advantages.

Ella Carlson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The History of the Barometer was vibrant and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book The History of the Barometer has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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