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This book presents the vocal art music of Kabul as performed by Ustad Amir Mohammad. At the heart of
Kabul's vocal art music is the ghazal, a highly flexible song form using Persian (or Pashto) texts derived
from a variety of sources. Much of this poetry is in the Sufi tradition, with frequent metaphoric allusions to
love, wine and intoxication. In musical terms, the Kabuli ghazal style is related to ghazal singing in India and
Pakistan, but the setting of the texts to music is distinctly Afghan, with interpolated couplets sung in free
rhythm, fast instrumental sections and dramatic rhythmic cadences. As befits a Sufi music, it has a regularly
repeated cyclical structure with trance-inducing properties. Central to the book is the audio CD, containing
six ghazals, one mosammat and one Afghan-style tarÃ¢na, all recorded by John Baily between 1974 and
1976 in the city of Herat, in western Afghanistan. At that time Ustad Amir Mohammad was Herat's most
sought-after singer in the Kabuli style, playing mainly at wedding parties of wealthy Heratis. In these
valuable recordings he is accompanied by two outstanding local musicians, Rahim Khushnawaz on rubÃ¢b,
and Gada Mohammad on dutÃ¢r.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Songs from Kabul: The
Spiritual Music of Ustad Amir Mohammad (SOAS Musicology Series) is our recommendation so you keep
up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Inge Reader:

Exactly why? Because this Songs from Kabul: The Spiritual Music of Ustad Amir Mohammad (SOAS
Musicology Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author
who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such
as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Arnold Allison:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This e-book Songs from Kabul: The Spiritual Music of Ustad Amir Mohammad
(SOAS Musicology Series) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you wanted.

Candace Arroyo:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Songs from Kabul: The Spiritual Music of Ustad Amir Mohammad (SOAS Musicology
Series) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must
prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life by this book Songs from Kabul: The Spiritual Music of Ustad Amir Mohammad (SOAS
Musicology Series). You can more appealing than now.
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