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Signs of Our Times: From Calligraphy to Calligraffiti covers six decades of an art trend led by artists from
the Arab world and Iran. Starting in the early 1950s, this alternative and original approach to modernism
began with artists who took inspiration from their own cultural sources and combined them with
international aesthetics and concepts.

This publication considers the work of 50 key artists, ranging from important pioneers of the calligraphic
movement to those who use the written word in their work today. The book begins with a contribution from
Venetia Porter, curator of Islamic and contemporary Middle Eastern art at the British Museum, who provides
a historical contextualization of the movement and its relationship to lettrism in Europe. In a second essay,
the writer and curator Rose Issa presents an overview of 60 years of the art movement in Arab countries and
Iran, from the independences of the late 1940s and 1950s to the present day. A timeline by Juliet Cestar, an
expert on contemporary Middle Eastern art, then sets out major cultural and historical events in the Middle
East over the course of the last 60 years.

The main part of the book is divided into three sections, each devoted to a different generation of artists: the
first generation of pioneers, who created a new aesthetic language following the independence of their
countries; the second generation of artists, who mostly live in exile and who reference their own cultures and
languages in their work; and the third generation, comprising contemporary artists who have absorbed
international aesthetics, concepts and languages and who occasionally use Arabic and Persian script, or the
morphology of letters, in their work. The entry for each artist includes a concise biography and a statement
from the artist about their work. The artworks, in a variety of media, are also interspersed with poems and
relevant literature, putting into personal and historical contexts the innovative use of words in art.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Giordano:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Signs
of Our Times: From Calligraphy to Calligraffiti? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Rose Bennett:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for us. The book Signs of Our Times: From Calligraphy to Calligraffiti ended up being
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve Signs of Our Times: From Calligraphy to Calligraffiti is not only giving you
far more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Signs of Our Times: From
Calligraphy to Calligraffiti. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Sheila Rivera:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Signs of Our Times: From
Calligraphy to Calligraffiti book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Hoyt Moore:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Signs of Our Times: From Calligraphy to Calligraffiti was
vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Signs of Our Times: From
Calligraphy to Calligraffiti has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading that.
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