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For some historians and biographers, Maximilien Robespierre (1758–94) was a great revolutionary martyr
who succeeded in leading the French Republic to safety in the face of overwhelming military odds. For many
others, he was the first modern dictator, a fanatic who instigated the murderous Reign of Terror in 1793–94.
This masterful biography combines new research into Robespierre's dramatic life with a deep understanding
of society and the politics of the French Revolution to arrive at a fresh understanding of the man, his
passions, and his tragic shortcomings.

Peter McPhee gives special attention to Robespierre's formative years and the development of an iron will in
a frail boy conceived outside wedlock and on the margins of polite provincial society. Exploring how these
experiences formed the young lawyer who arrived in Versailles in 1789, the author discovers not the cold,
obsessive Robespierre of legend, but a man of passion with close but platonic friendships with women. Soon
immersed in revolutionary conflict, he suffered increasingly lengthy periods of nervous collapse correlating
with moments of political crisis, yet Robespierre was tragically unable to step away from the crushing
burdens of leadership. Did his ruthless, uncompromising exercise of power reflect a descent into madness in
his final year of life? McPhee reevaluates the ideology and reality of "the Terror," what Robespierre
intended, and whether it represented an abandonment or a reversal of his early liberalism and sense of
justice.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Roche:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life book
since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Virginia Swain:

This book untitled Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Carmen Russell:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life, you are able to
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Marcie Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life
e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life as good book not merely
by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal
with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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