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Math--the application of reasonable logic to reasonable assumptions--usually produces reasonable results.
But sometimes math generates astonishing paradoxes--conclusions that seem completely unreasonable or just
plain impossible but that are nevertheless demonstrably true. Did you know that a losing sports team can
become a winning one by adding worse players than its opponents? Or that the thirteenth of the month is
more likely to be a Friday than any other day? Or that cones can roll unaided uphill? In Nonplussed!--a
delightfully eclectic collection of paradoxes from many different areas of math--popular-math writer Julian
Havil reveals the math that shows the truth of these and many other unbelievable ideas.

Nonplussed! pays special attention to problems from probability and statistics, areas where intuition can
easily be wrong. These problems include the vagaries of tennis scoring, what can be deduced from tossing a
needle, and disadvantageous games that form winning combinations. Other chapters address everything from
the historically important Torricelli's Trumpet to the mind-warping implications of objects that live on high
dimensions. Readers learn about the colorful history and people associated with many of these problems in
addition to their mathematical proofs.

Nonplussed! will appeal to anyone with a calculus background who enjoys popular math books or puzzles.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Cantrell:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you obtain it
as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
inside you if you take Nonplussed!: Mathematical Proof of Implausible Ideas as your daily resource
information.

Dora Bair:

The particular book Nonplussed!: Mathematical Proof of Implausible Ideas has a lot associated with on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this book.

Kendrick Mills:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read
will be Nonplussed!: Mathematical Proof of Implausible Ideas.

Blake Darden:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Nonplussed!: Mathematical Proof of Implausible Ideas was filled about
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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