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Covering everything from Edison to Avatar, Gomery and Pafort-Overduin have written the clearest, best
organized, and most user-friendly film history textbook on the market. It masterfully distills the major trends
and movements of film history, so that the subject can be taught in one semester. And each chapter includes
a compelling case study that highlights an important moment in movie history and, at the same time, subtly
introduces a methodological approach. This book is a pleasure to read and to teach. Peter Decherney,
University of Pennsylvania, USA

In addition to providing a comprehensive overview of the development of film around the world, the book
gives us examples of how to do film history, including organizing the details and discussing their
implications.Hugh McCarney, Western Connecticut State University, USA
Douglas Gomery and Clara Pafort-Overduin have created an outstanding textbook with an impressive
breadth of content, covering over 100 years in the evolution of cinema. Movie History: A Survey is an
engaging book that will reward readers with a contemporary perspective of the history of motion pictures
and provide a solid foundation for the study of film. Matthew Hanson, Eastern Michigan University, USA
How can we understand the history of film?
Historical facts don’t answer the basic questions of film history. History, as this fascinating book shows, is
more than the simple accumulation of film titles, facts and figures. This is a survey of over 100 years of
cinema history, from its beginnings in 1895, to its current state in the twenty-first century.
An accessible, introductory text, Movie History: A Survey looks at not only the major films, filmmakers, and
cinema institutions throughout the years, but also extends to the production, distribution, exhibition,
technology and reception of films. The textbook is divided chronologically into four sections, using the
timeline of technological changes:

Section One looks at the era of silent movies from 1895 to 1927; Section Two starts with the coming of
sound and covers 1928 until 1950; Section Three runs from 1951 to 1975 and deals with the coming and
development of television; and Section Four focuses on the coming of home video and the transition to
digital, from 1975 to 2010.

Key pedagogical features include:

timelines in each section help students to situate the films within a broader historical context
case study boxes with close-up analysis of specific film histories and a particular emphasis on film reception
lavishly illustrated with over 450 color images to put faces to names, and to connect pictures to film titles
margin notes add background information and clarity
glossary for clear understanding of the key terms described
references and further reading at the end of each chapter to enhance further study.
A supporting website is available at www.routledge.com/textbooks/moviehistory, with lots of extra
materials, useful for the classroom or independent study, including:

additional case studies – new, in-depth  and unique to the website
international case studies –  for the Netherlands in Dutch and English
timeline - A movie history timeline charting key dates in the history of cinema from 1890 to the present day



revision flash cards – ideal for getting to grips with key terms in film studies
related resources – on the website you will find every link from the book for ease of use, plus access to
additional online material
students are also invited to submit their own movie history case studies - see website for details
Written by two highly respected film scholars and experienced teachers, Movie History is the ideal textbook
for students s
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From reader reviews:

Willie Burroughs:

The book Movie History: A Survey: Second Edition give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Movie History:
A Survey: Second Edition to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide
open and read a guide Movie History: A Survey: Second Edition. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

John Vandorn:

This book untitled Movie History: A Survey: Second Edition to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone.
So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Emma Lavigne:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Movie History: A Survey: Second Edition, you
may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Patty Scheuerman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Movie History: A
Survey: Second Edition which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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