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When Falstaff calls upon the sky to rain potatoes in The Merry Wives of Windsor, he highlights the belief
that the exotic vegetable, recently introduced to England from the Americas, was an aphrodisiac. In Romeo
and Juliet, Lady Capulet calls for quinces to make pies for the marriage feast, knowing that the fragrant fruit
was connected with weddings and fertility. Shakespeare’s contemporaries would have been familiar with
such ripe symbolism in part due to herbals, tomes filled with detailed botanical descriptions consulted to
deepen knowledge of the plants of the day.
           
A Shakespearean Botanical follows in the tradition of the medieval and Renaissance herbal, touring the
Bard’s remarkable knowledge of the fruits, vegetables, herbs, and flowers of Tudor and Jacobean England
through fifty quotations from his plays and verse poems. Each of the entries is beautifully illustrated with
hand-colored renderings from the work of Shakespeare’s contemporary, herbalist John Gerard, making an
appropriate pairing with his writing, along with a brief text setting the quotation within the context of the
medicine, cooking, and gardening of the time.

The book’s many beautifully reproduced images are a pleasure to look at, and Margaret Willes’s well-chosen
quotations and expert knowledge of Shakespeare’s England provide readers with a fascinating insight into
daily life. The book will make an inspiring addition to the Shakespeare lover’s bookshelf, as well as
capitvate anyone with a passion for plants or botanical art.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Fischer:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this A Shakespearean
Botanical book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kristy Douglas:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know which one you should start with. This A Shakespearean Botanical is our recommendation
to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Maritza Kress:

This A Shakespearean Botanical is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this A Shakespearean Botanical
can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here
for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Mathew Jones:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Shakespearean Botanical can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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