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Signs of Devotion is the first longitudinal study of an Anglo-Saxon cult from its inception in the late seventh
century through the Reformation. It examines the production and reception of texts—both written and
visual—that supported the cult of Æthelthryth, an East Anglian princess who had resisted the conjugal
demands of two political marriages to maintain her virginity. Æthelthryth forfeited her position as Queen of
Northumbria to become a nun and founded a monastery at Ely, where she ruled as abbess before dying in
679 of a neck tumor, which was interpreted as divine retribution for her youthful vanity in wearing
necklaces. The cult was initiated when, sixteen years after her death, Æthelthryth’s corpse was exhumed, the
body found incorrupt, and the tumor shown to have been healed posthumously.

Signs of Devotion reveals how Æthelthryth, who became the most popular native female saint, provides a
central point of investigation among the cultic practices of several disparate groups over time—religious and
lay, aristocratic and common, male and female, literate and nonliterate. This study illustrates that the body of
Æthelthryth became a malleable, flexible image that could be readily adopted. Hagiographical narratives,
monastic charters, liturgical texts, miracle stories, estate litigation, shrine accounts, and visual
representations collectively testify that the story of Æthelthryth was a significant part of the cultural
landscape in early and late medieval England. More important, these representations reveal the particular
devotional practices of those invested in Æthelthryth’s cult.

By centering the discussion on issues of textual production and reception, Blanton provides a unique study of
English hagiography, cultural belief, and devotional practice. Signs of Devotion adds, moreover, to the
current conversation on virginity and hagiography by encouraging scholars to bridge the divide between
studies of Anglo-Saxon and late medieval England and challenging them to adopt methodological strategies
that will foster further multidisciplinary work in the field of hagiographical scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Signs of Devotion: The Cult of St.
Æthelthryth in Medieval England, 695-1615 guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Signs of
Devotion: The Cult of St. Æthelthryth in Medieval England, 695-1615 as good book not only by the cover
but also by content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Melissa Wilcox:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be learn. Signs of Devotion: The Cult of St. Æthelthryth in Medieval England, 695-
1615 can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Florence Taylor:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Signs of Devotion: The Cult of St.
Æthelthryth in Medieval England, 695-1615 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Matthew Hood:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. On this modern
era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Signs of Devotion: The Cult of St. Æthelthryth in Medieval England, 695-1615 when you essential it?
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