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From about 1740 to 1850, evangelical Protestantism became a major cultural force in virtually all areas of
America. Emerging from this religious movement was a rich vernacular literature of conversion narratives
and spiritual autobiographies—writings in which believers described their own salvation in hopes of
converting others. In The Self and the Sacred, Rodger M. Payne examines these neglected texts in depth,
focusing particularly on what they reveal about notions of selfhood and how those notions were incorporated
into Christian orthodoxy.

As Payne explains, conversion narratives point to a fascinating paradox that became evident among
evangelicals as they were confronted by the disruptions and discontinuities marking their culture’s passage
into modernity. On the one hand, these narratives asserted the traditional Christian values of humility and
self-effacement—an annihilation of the self in the divine. On the other hand, they created a discourse that
allowed one to embrace the modern idea of an autonomous self: only by speaking from personal experience
could a convert testify to the power of God. “Despite protests to the contrary,” Payne writes, “the central
character of any conversion account, spiritual diary, or spiritual autobiography was the convert, not God.”

Using the theology of Jonathan Edwards as a key example, Payne shows how Puritan piety encouraged the
development of autobiographical spiritual narratives. He goes on to explain the ways in which the discourse
of conversion functioned apart from the control of the church and marked the growth of evangelicalism  into
“a discursive community.” Finally, he considers how the language of conversion functioned as a "rhetorical
space" in which believers situated themselves individually within sacred space and time before turning back
to society with a renewed regard for others.  Drawing throughout on the insights of such theorists as Michel
Foucault and Victor Turner, Payne’s penetrating analysis reveals the early conversion accounts as mythic
texts through which the modern self emerged.

The Author: Rodger M. Payne is associate professor of religious studies at Louisiana State University. He is
editor-in-chief of The Journal of Southern Religion, an electronic publication available on the World Wide
Web.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Wyss:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Self & The Sacred: Conversion Autobiography.

Ronald Smith:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book Self & The Sacred: Conversion
Autobiography was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Self & The Sacred: Conversion Autobiography is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Self &
The Sacred: Conversion Autobiography. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Daniel Nelson:

This Self & The Sacred: Conversion Autobiography book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This Self & The Sacred: Conversion Autobiography without we understand teach the one who
examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Self & The Sacred:
Conversion Autobiography can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out
to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Self & The Sacred:
Conversion Autobiography having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
sense uninterested in reading.

Rita Furguson:

Typically the book Self & The Sacred: Conversion Autobiography will bring you to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just
read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Self & The Sacred: Conversion Autobiography is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.
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