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"Monsters exist, but they are too few in number to be truly dangerous. More dangerous are the common men,
the functionaries ready to believe and to act without asking questions." Primo Levi's words disclose a
chilling truth: assigning blame to hideous political leaders, such as Hitler, Himmler, and Heydrich, is
necessary but not sufficient to explain how the Holocaust could have happened. These leaders, in fact, relied
on many thousands of ordinary men and women who made the Nazi machine work on a daily basis--
members of the killing squads, guards accompanying the trains to the extermination camps, civilian
employees of the SS, the drivers of gas trucks, and the personnel of death factories such as Auschwitz. Why
did these ordinary people collaborate and willingly become mass murderers? In Perpetrators: The World of
the Holocaust Killers, Guenter Lewy tries to answer one of history's most disturbing questions.

Lewy draws on a wealth of previously untapped sources, including letters and diaries of soldiers who served
in Russia, the recollections of Jewish survivors, archival documents, and most importantly, the trial records
of hundreds of Nazi functionaries. The result is a ghastly, extraordinarily detailed portrait of the Holocaust
perpetrators, their mindset, and the motivations for their actions.

Combining a rigorous historical analysis with psychological insight, the book explores the dynamics of
participation in large-scale atrocities, offering a thought-provoking and timely reflection on individual
responsibility for collective crimes. Lewy concludes that the perpetrators acted out of a variety of motives--a
sense of duty, obedience to authority, thirst for career, and a blind faith in anti-Semitic ideology, among
others. A witness to the 1938 Kristallnacht himself and the son of a concentration camp survivor, Lewy has
searched for the reasons of the Holocaust out of far more than theoretical interest: it is a passionate attempt to
illuminate a dismal chapter of his life--and of human history--that cannot be forgotten.
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From reader reviews:

Ernestine Worrell:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Perpetrators: The World of the
Holocaust Killers will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Katie Barry:

The book Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust Killers can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Perpetrators: The World of
the Holocaust Killers? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Perpetrators:
The World of the Holocaust Killers has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Sara Matthews:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust Killers book is readable
by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to
you. The writer associated with Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust Killers content conveys thinking
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but
it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust
Killers is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Douglas Brownlee:

The e-book untitled Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust Killers is the book that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Perpetrators: The World of the Holocaust Killers from the publisher to make
you considerably more enjoy free time.
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