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Freedom did not solve the problems of the Proctor family. Nor did money, recognition, or powerful
supporters. As free blacks in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century America, three generations of Proctor men
were permanently handicapped by the social structures of their time and their place. They subscribed to the
Western, middle-class value system that taught that hard work, personal rectitude, and maintenance of family
life would lead to happiness and prosperity. But for them it did not?no matter how hard they worked, how
clever their plans, or how powerful their white patrons.

The eldest, Antonio, born a Spanish slave, became a soldier for three nations and received government
recognition for his daring and his skills as a translator. His son, George, an entrepreneur, achieved material
success in the building trade but was so hampered by his status as a free black that he eventually lost not only
his position in the community but his family. John, George's son, seized the opportunity proffered by
Reconstruction and spent ten years in the Florida state legislature before segregation forced him to return to
the life of a tradesman.

Warner describes the Proctor men as "inarticulate." They left no personal papers and no indication of their
attitudes toward their hardships. As a result, this work relies heavily on local government documents and oral
history. Inference and intimation become vital tools in the search for the Proctors. In important ways the
author has produced a case study of nontraditional methodology, and he suggests new ways of describing
and analyzing inarticulate populations.

The Proctors were not typical of the black population of their era and their location, yet the story of their
lives broadens our knowledge of the black experience in America.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cordeiro:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Free Men in an Age of Servitude: Three Generations of a
Black Family.

Paul Kindig:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for people. The book Free Men in an Age of Servitude: Three
Generations of a Black Family has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Free Men in an Age of Servitude: Three
Generations of a Black Family is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
while using book Free Men in an Age of Servitude: Three Generations of a Black Family. You never
experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Elizabeth Morris:

You can find this Free Men in an Age of Servitude: Three Generations of a Black Family by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.

Luis Gazaway:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Free Men in an Age of
Servitude: Three Generations of a Black Family.
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