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Concepts lie at the core of social science theory and methodology. They provide substance to theories; they
form the basis of measurement; they influence the selection of cases. Social Science Concepts: A Users
Guide explores alternative means of concept construction and their impact on the role of concepts in
measurement, case selection, and theories.

While there exists a plethora of books on measurement, scaling, and the like, there are virtually no books
devoted to the construction and analysis of concepts and their role in the research enterprise. Social Science
Concepts: A Users Guide provides detailed and practical advice on the construction and use of social science
concepts; a Web site provides classroom exercises.

It uses a wide range of examples from political science and sociology such as revolution, welfare state,
international disputes and war, and democracy to illustrate the theoretical and practical issues of concept
construction and use. It explores the means of constructing complex, multilevel, and multidimensional
concepts. In particular, it examines the classic necessary and sufficient condition approach to concept
building and contrasts it with the family resemblance approach. The consequences of valid concept
construction are explored in both qualitative and quantitative analyses.

Social Science Concepts: A Users Guide will prove an indispensable guide for graduate students and scholars
in the social sciences. More broadly, it will appeal to scholars in any field who wish to think more carefully
about the concepts used to create theories and research designs.

For Course Use:

Social Science Concepts: A Users Guide has been written with classroom use in mind. Many of the chapters
have been successfully taught at the Annual Training Institute on Qualitative Research Methods which is
sponsored by the Consortium on Qualitative Research Methods. Feedback from those experiences has been
incorporated into the text. Each chapter provides useful, practical, and detailed advice on how to construct,
evaluate, and use concepts. To make the volume more useful, an extensive set of classroom exercises is
available from the author's Web page at http://www.u.arizona.edu/~ggoertz/social_science_concepts.html.
These include questions about prominent published work on concepts, measures, and case selection; in
addition there are logic exercises and questions regarding large-N applications.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Kistner:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Social Science Concepts: A User's
Guide will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Gayle Skinner:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get just before. The Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Patricia French:

Beside that Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from
now!

Lily Tarver:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide
was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Social Science Concepts: A User's
Guide has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and
try to like reading this.
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