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When a new president is elected in November, someone will be called to greatness. But it remains to be seen
whether that call will be answered.

In the wake of the Clinton scandal, the upcoming election presents an opportunity for candidates and citizens
alike to reaffirm their belief that the office of the president demands greatness. But Marc Landy and Sidney
Milkis suspect that the public will be disappointed once again, because the demand for greatness far exceeds
the supply. In fact, they claim that we have had no great presidents in the last half of this century. In this
provocative new book, they explain why.

Landy and Milkis look to the past to show how five presidents Washington, Jefferson, Jackson, Lincoln, and
Franklin Roosevelt set the standards for presidential leadership and achievement. These were men who left
genuine legacies, whose vision expanded the office of the presidency as they inaugurated momentous and
far-reaching change. They were leaders who knew how to reconcile innovation with constitutional tradition
and were able to both educate the people about their agendas and win their allegiance. They were also great
builders and leaders of their parties amid times of political realignment.

Searching for common threads in these five presidencies, Landy and Milkis enable us to better understand
both the possibilities and the limitations of the office. They show how presidents after FDR have never risen
to true greatness-not even Lyndon Johnson, an "overreacher" whose Great Society was a failed revolution, or
Ronald Reagan, an underachiever whose conservative revolution never fully got under way. Our greatest
presidents, they argue, sought to profoundly change the nature of the regimes they inherited and had the luck
to assume office under conditions that allowed such renovation; today's leaders have lacked either the
ambition, the opportunity, or both.

Perhaps, the authors observe, the older our country gets the harder greatness is to come by. Our next great
president might be sworn in next year, but he or she will face a daunting task in matching the stature of past
leaders. Landy and Milkis's book is an evenhanded assessment of our national icons that reestablishes our
understanding of presidential greatness and demonstrates the importance and reality of inspired democratic
leadership.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Lippert:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Presidential Greatness, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Vanessa McGinty:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Presidential Greatness can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have
those short extra time problems.

Elizabeth Branch:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Presidential Greatness is simple to
develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Phillip Elliott:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Presidential Greatness which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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