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Kenneth Hamilton's book engagingly and lucidly dissects the oft-invoked myth of a Great Tradition, or
Golden Age of Pianism. It is written both for players and for members of their audiences by a pianist who
believes that scholarship and readability can go hand-in-hand. Hamilton discusses in meticulous yet lively
detail the performance-style of great pianists from Liszt to Paderewski, and delves into the far-from-
inevitable development of the piano recital. He entertainingly recounts how classical concerts evolved from
exuberant, sometimes riotous events into the formal, funereal trotting out of predictable pieces they can be
today, how an often unhistorical "respect for the score" began to replace pianists' improvisations and
adaptations, and how the clinical custom arose that an audience should be seen and not heard.

Pianists will find food for thought here on their repertoire and the traditions of its performance. Hamilton
chronicles why pianists of the past did not always begin a piece with the first note of the score, nor end with
the last. He emphasizes that anxiety over wrong notes is a relatively recent psychosis, and playing entirely
from memory a relatively recent requirement.

Audiences will encounter a vivid account of how drastically different are the recitals they attend compared to
concerts of the past, and how their own role has diminished from noisily active participants in the concert
experience to passive recipients of artistic benediction from the stage. They will discover when cowed
listeners eventually stopped applauding between movements, and why they stopped talking loudly during
them.

The book's broad message proclaims that there is nothing divinely ordained about our own concert-practices,
programming and piano-performance styles. Many aspects of the modern approach are unhistorical-some
laudable, some merely ludicrous. They are also far removed from those fondly, if deceptively, remembered
as constituting a Golden Age.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Garcia:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and also important the book After the Golden Age: Romantic
Pianism and Modern Performance. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Lily Tarver:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled After
the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and Modern Performance your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and Modern
Performance giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Lorenza Jones:

This After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and Modern Performance is great publication for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we
can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts
in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and Modern Performance in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Lloyd Gilbert:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in



addition to soon. The After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and Modern Performance provide you with a
new experience in reading through a book.
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