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Richard Maurice Tinkler was an ordinary man in an extraordinary time and place. This riveting "biography
of a nobody" offers a rare glimpse of imperialism and the making of modern China seen from the perspective
of a working-class Englishman enforcing the order of everyday life on the streets of Shanghai. Culled from
Tinkler's many personal letters, Empire Made Me meticulously documents his astonishingly revealing life in
the service of the British Empire between 1919 and 1939, one of hundreds of young men who joined the
Shanghai Municipal Police. Responsible for maintaining order in Shanghai's International Settlement, the
SMP expanded and enforced British dominion in China's most important political, commercial, and cultural
center.

Tinkler would have remained just another anonymous and forgotten colonial policeman were it not for his
unexpected death, at the hands of Japanese marines and an incompetent local doctor, in June 1939. His
suspicious death created a noisy diplomatic incident that was picked up by journalists and splashed across
the front pages of Britain's newspapers. Many of Tinkler's personal letters survived, and they describe his
personal life in unusually vivid detail, including his relationships, his knowing masculinity, his travels, and
his bitter meditations on his lowly position in a powerful but waning empire.

Robert Bickers absorbing biography uses Tinkler's letters as well as extensive archival research to tell the
story of this man's everyday life and violent decline in a colonial world?a story that offers an uncommonly
candid history of twentieth-century imperialism.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Dudley:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Empire Made Me: An Englishman Adrift in
Shanghai will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Robert Hester:

This Empire Made Me: An Englishman Adrift in Shanghai book is not really ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Empire Made Me: An Englishman Adrift in Shanghai without we understand teach the
one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Empire Made Me: An
Englishman Adrift in Shanghai can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Empire Made Me: An Englishman
Adrift in Shanghai having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Audrey Patton:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks.
It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is definitely Empire
Made Me: An Englishman Adrift in Shanghai.

Jeremy Bedford:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Empire Made Me: An Englishman Adrift in Shanghai was filled concerning
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book,
you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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