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Using a combination of newly mined Sung sources and modern ethnography, Robert Hymes addresses
questions that have perplexed China scholars in recent years. Were Chinese gods celestial officials,
governing the fate and fortunes of their worshippers as China's own bureaucracy governed their worldly
lives? Or were they personal beings, patrons or parents or guardians, offering protection in exchange for
reverence and sacrifice?

To answer these questions Hymes examines the professional exorcist sects and rising Immortals' cults of the
Sung dynasty alongside ritual practices in contemporary Taiwan and Hong Kong, as well as miracle tales,
liturgies, spirit law codes, devotional poetry, and sacred geographies of the eleventh through thirteenth
centuries. Drawing upon historical and anthropological evidence, he argues that two contrasting and
contending models informed how the Chinese saw and see their gods. These models were used separately or
in creative combination to articulate widely varying religious standpoints and competing ideas of both
secular and divine power. Whether gods were bureaucrats or personal protectors depended, and still depends,
says Hymes, on who worships them, in what setting, and for what purposes.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Valdez:

This Way and Byway: Taoism, Local Religion, and Models of Divinity in Sung and are usually reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Way and Byway: Taoism, Local
Religion, and Models of Divinity in Sung and can be one of many great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that maybe will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Way and Byway: Taoism, Local
Religion, and Models of Divinity in Sung and giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Sandra Hughes:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Way and Byway: Taoism, Local Religion, and Models of
Divinity in Sung and can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Danica Johnson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a publication. The book Way and Byway: Taoism, Local Religion, and Models of Divinity in Sung and it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high
quality.

William Henderson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Way and Byway: Taoism, Local Religion, and
Models of Divinity in Sung and was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Way
and Byway: Taoism, Local Religion, and Models of Divinity in Sung and has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe



that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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