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Troping the Body: Gender, Etiquette, and Performance is an interdisciplinary study of etiquette texts,

conduct literature, and advice books and films. Gwendolyn Audrey Foster analyzes the work of such women

authors as Emily Post, Christine de Pizan, Hannah Webster Foster, Emily Brontë, Frances E. W. Harper, and

Martha Stewart as well as such women filmmakers as Lois Weber and Kasi Lemmons.

            

“Specifically,” Foster notes, “I was interested in the possibility of locating power and agency in the voices of

popular etiquette writers.” Her investigation led her to analyze etiquette and conduct literature from the

Middle Ages to the present. Within this wide scope, she redefines the boundaries of conduct literature

through a theoretical examination of the gendered body as it is positioned in conduct books, etiquette texts,

poetry, fiction, and film.

 

Drawing on Bakhtin, Gates, Foucault, and the new school of performative feminism to develop an

interdisciplinary approach to conduct literature—and literature as conduct—Foster brings a unique

perspective to the analysis of ways in which the body has been gendered, raced, and constructed in terms of

class and sexuality.

            

Even though women writers have been actively writing conduct and etiquette texts since the medieval

period, few critical examinations of such literature exist in the fields of cultural studies and literary criticism.

Thus, Foster’s study fills a gap and does so uniquely in the existing literature. In examining these voices of

authority over the body, Foster identifies the dialogic in the texts of this discipline that both supports and

disrupts the hegemonic discourse of a gendered social order.
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From reader reviews:

Deloris Wagner:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video games all day
long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new book. It is really fun for
you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a publication. The
book Troping the Body: Gender, Etiquette, and Performance (Women's Studies/Cultural Studies) it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.

Jaime Worm:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Troping the Body: Gender, Etiquette, and Performance (Women's Studies/Cultural Studies)
provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Eric Sanders:

Beside this particular Troping the Body: Gender, Etiquette, and Performance (Women's Studies/Cultural
Studies) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Troping the Body: Gender, Etiquette, and
Performance (Women's Studies/Cultural Studies) because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you at times have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from today!

Sandra Wright:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication Troping the Body: Gender, Etiquette, and Performance (Women's
Studies/Cultural Studies) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If



you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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