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After the bombings of Oklahoma City in 1995, most Americans were shocked to discover that tens of
thousands of their fellow citizens had banded together in homegrown militias. Within the next few years,
numerous studies and media reports appeared revealing the unseen world of the American militia movement,
a loose alliance of groups with widely divergent views. Not surprisingly, it was the movement’s most
extreme voices that attracted the lion's share of attention.

In reality the militia movement was neither as irrational nor as new as it was portrayed in the press, Robert
Churchill writes. What bound the movement together was the shared belief that citizens have a right, even a
duty, to take up arms against wanton exercise of unconstitutional power by the federal government. Many
were motivated to join the movement by what they saw as a rise in state violence, illustrated by the
government assaults at Ruby Ridge, Idaho in 1992, and Waco, Texas in 1993. It was this perception and the
determination to deter future state violence, Churchill argues, that played the greatest role in the growth of
the American militia movement.

Churchill uses three case studies to illustrate the origin of some of the core values of the modern militia
movement: Fries' Rebellion in Pennsylvania at the end of the eighteenth century, the Sons of Liberty
Conspiracy in Civil War-era Indiana and Illinois, and the Black Legion in Michigan and Ohio during the
Depression. Building on extensive interviews with militia members, the author places the contemporary
militia movement in the context of these earlier insurrectionary movements that, animated by a libertarian
interpretation of the American Revolution, used force to resist the authority of the federal government.

A historian of early America, Robert H. Churchill has published numerous articles on  American political
violence and the right to keep and bear arms. He is currently Associate Professor of History at the University
of Hartford.

"This book is about how we think about the past, how cultural memories are formed and evolve, and how
these memories then come to impact current understandings of issues. Churchill provides an enlightening
analysis of the ideology, structure, and purpose of the militia movement. Where much scholarship has
categorized it as a cohesive, single movement, Churchill begins the process of unraveling its complexity."
---Steve Chermak, Michigan State University

"To Shake Their Guns in the Tyrant's Face addresses an area---the relationship of American political
violence to American ideology---that is of growing importance and that is commanding an ever increasing
audience, and it does so in a way like nothing else in the field."
---David Williams, Indiana University Bloomington
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Burton:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important usually. The book To Shake Their Guns in the Tyrant's Face: Libertarian Political
Violence and the Origins of the Militia Movement has been making you to know about other know-how and
of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication To Shake Their
Guns in the Tyrant's Face: Libertarian Political Violence and the Origins of the Militia Movement is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book To Shake Their Guns in the
Tyrant's Face: Libertarian Political Violence and the Origins of the Militia Movement. You never feel lose
out for everything if you read some books.

Shannon Silva:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This To Shake Their Guns in the
Tyrant's Face: Libertarian Political Violence and the Origins of the Militia Movement is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Anna Raynor:

This To Shake Their Guns in the Tyrant's Face: Libertarian Political Violence and the Origins of the Militia
Movement are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this To
Shake Their Guns in the Tyrant's Face: Libertarian Political Violence and the Origins of the Militia
Movement can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this To Shake Their Guns in the Tyrant's Face: Libertarian Political Violence and the
Origins of the Militia Movement forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Richard Pascual:

Often the book To Shake Their Guns in the Tyrant's Face: Libertarian Political Violence and the Origins of
the Militia Movement has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write
this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.
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