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A definitive biography of Otis Redding, the musical artist who was widely regarded as the
quintessential soul singer of the 1960s, timed to coincide with the 50th anniversary of Redding's iconic
performance at the 1967 Monterey Pop Festival.
 
Otis Redding remains a living presence in the canon of American popular music on the strength of such
classic hits as "(Sittin’ on) The Dock of the Bay," “I’ve Been Loving You Too Long (To Stop Now),” "Try a
Little Tenderness," and "Respect," a song that Redding wrote and recorded before Aretha Franklin made it
immortal.  As a singer, songwriter, bandleader, and arranger, Redding was the chief architect of the distinctly
southern, gospel-inflected style of rhythm & blues associated with Stax Records in Memphis.  Yet, while
Redding’s music has long served as the gold standard of 1960s soul, an aura of myth and mystery has always
surrounded the story of his life, which was tragically cut short at the height of his career by his death in a
plane crash in December 1967.
 
Otis Redding is the biography that finally does justice to the unfinished life of the man who was once
celebrated as the “King of Soul."  Jonathan Gould’s book draws on comprehensive research, the cooperation
of the Redding family, and previously unavailable sources of information to present a fully-formed portrait
of Redding’s background, his upbringing, and his professional career.   That said, this biography is not only a
book about Redding and his music; it is also a social history of the time and place from which they emerged. 
Rejecting the often sentimentalized view of race relations in the music business, Gould never lets us forget
that the boundaries between black musicians and white listeners were becoming porous at precisely the
moment when racial tensions were reaching a height throughout the United States.  His indelible portrait of
Redding and the mass acceptance of soul music in the 1960s is both a remarkable look at a little-understood
artist and a provocative exploration of the tangled history of race and music in America.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Gordon:

The publication untitled Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life is the guide that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Richard Haley:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you could pick Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life become your own starter.

Jocelyn Harper:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life e-
book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life as
good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book
by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Brandon Seymour:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about
book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it.
Beside that the guide Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life can to be your friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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