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This comprehensive study offers an analysis of the museum as a public institution, provides an account of its
historical roots, and gives a forecast of its future.

In the Foreword, S. Dillon Ripley, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, states: "Museums are becoming
more and more important. For one thing, as Dr. Wittlin points out, museums provide immediate encounters
with authenticity, or a reasonable simulacrum of it. They provide new ways of teaching and learning, and an
introduction to processes of lifelong education, now a priority for everyone."

An earlier book by Dr. Wittlin, The Museum: Its History and Its Tasks in Education, was the direct
predecessor of the present work. The historical chapters have been expanded, and whereas the former
volume ended with the outbreak of the Second World War, this study considers the achievements that took
place in all parts of the world from 1945 up to the present time. The author's earlier work, published in
England, gained international acclaim as a definitive publication in the field and was praised for its
philosophical depth, historical breadth, and perceptive insights into the character of a complex institution.

Museological events of a scope without precedent are today in a stage of drafting and builidng. Dr. Wittlin
examines all aspects of a museum's function: from the traditional functions as a depository, a center of
research, and an educational agency to the newer, perhaps peripheral, functions that the author summarizes
under the term "cultural center." All these purposes, though valid, must be constantly reexamined in the light
of the "extending frontiers of knowledge, rising standards of general education, and of access to new
techniques based on scientific advances."

In a chapter on a "Twelve-Point Program for Museum Renewal" the main, broad facets of the institution are
clearly and concisely discussed. Dr. Wittlin begins with a definition of the term museum established by the
International Council of Museums and describes problems of institutional identity and funding, training of
personnel, and determining visitor population. She also points up the fallacies in the assumption that mere
exposure to exhibits results in learning and stimulation.

This book is an impressive and scholarly presentation of the museum pictured through its past and examined
in its present functioning as well as what it may offer in the foreseeable future. It is also entertainingly
written.

The "hottest" current issue, as Dr. Wittlin calls it, is ecology, the study of the interdependence of all living
things not only among themselves but with the organic environment. The museum's role in this issue is
postulated and discussed.

The work is amply illustrated.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Paulson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Museums: In
Search of a Usable Future suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The
book untitled Museums: In Search of a Usable Futureis the main one of several books which everyone read
now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
age that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Blake Westerman:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Museums: In Search
of a Usable Future, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Diane McCarthy:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Museums: In Search of a Usable Future was filled regarding science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Joseph Langley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period of
time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Museums: In Search of a Usable Future can make you sense more interested to read.
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