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In the late nineteenth century, many Central American governments and countries sought to fill low-paying
jobs and develop their economies by recruiting black American and West Indian laborers. Frederick Opie
offers a revisionist interpretation of these workers, who were often depicted as simple victims with little, if
any, enduring legacy.

The Guatemalan government sought to build an extensive railroad system in the 1880s, and actively
recruited foreign labor. For poor workers of African descent, immigrating to Guatemala was seen as an
opportunity to improve their lives and escape from the racism of the Jim Crow U.S. South and the French
and British colonial Caribbean.

Using primary and secondary sources as well as ethnographic data, Opie details the struggles of these
workers who were ultimately inspired to organize by the ideas of Marcus Garvey. Regularly suffering class-
and race-based attacks and persecution, black laborers frequently met such attacks with resistance. Their
leverage--being able to shut down the railroad--was crucially important to the revolutionary movements in
1897 and 1920.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Williams:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Black Labor
Migration in Caribbean Guatemala, 1882–1923 (Working in the Americas), you can tells your family, friends
in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Aletha Bassett:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon.
The Black Labor Migration in Caribbean Guatemala, 1882–1923 (Working in the Americas) will give you a
new experience in reading through a book.

Stacie Logan:

You can find this Black Labor Migration in Caribbean Guatemala, 1882–1923 (Working in the Americas) by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.

Naomi Harris:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Black Labor Migration in Caribbean Guatemala, 1882–1923 (Working in the Americas) when you
essential it?
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