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Psychoanalytic perspective on what Western philosophers from Socrates to Foucault have called “the art of
living.”

How are our lives meaningful? What is the relationship of loss to creativity? How can we best engage and
overcome our suffering? From Socrates to Foucault, Western philosophers have sought to define “the art of
living”—the complex craft of human existence that elicits our thoughtful participation, and the idea that even
though death escapes our control, life is not something that simply happens to us in a passive manner but is
instead a process that invites our active and lively engagement. A World of Fragile Things offers a distinctly
psychoanalytic perspective on “the art of living,” one that focuses on ongoing and ever-evolving processes of
self-fashioning rather than defining a fixed and unitary sense of self. With a compelling blend of
philosophical insight and psychoanalytic acumen, Mari Ruti asks experts and readers alike to probe the
complexities of human existence, offering a contemporary outlook on some of the most enduring questions
of Western thought.

"…[a] splendid book … In exploring such subtending themes as the relation of loss to creativity and the
meaning of love, fantasy, and character development, Ruti stands in the tradition of humanist writers who
have bridged the disciplinary gaps between philosophy, psychotherapy, and the human sciences." —
CHOICE

“Ruti’s bracing postmodernist sensibility is well ballasted by genuine open-mindedness and even a
refreshing dash of humanism. Her eloquent argument that ‘psychoanalysis teaches us to make a virtue of
contingency’ should be heeded not only by scholars of literature and philosophy but also by practicing
clinicians.” — Peter L. Rudnytsky, coeditor of Psychoanalysis and Narrative Medicine

“Passionate, persuasive, ambitious and caring—Ruti cogently bridges ontological issues into psychoanalytic
thought.” — Ellen McCallum, author of Object Lessons: How to Do Things with Fetishism
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From reader reviews:

Karen Wilson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book A World of Fragile Things:
Psychoanalysis and the Art of Living (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture). All type of book could
you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Margaret Hall:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A World of Fragile
Things: Psychoanalysis and the Art of Living (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Lillian Thrasher:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A World of Fragile Things:
Psychoanalysis and the Art of Living (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture) book because book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Kenneth Copeland:

The e-book with title A World of Fragile Things: Psychoanalysis and the Art of Living (SUNY series in
Psychoanalysis and Culture) posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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