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Seneca Possessed examines the ordeal of a Native people in the wake of the American Revolution. As part of
the once-formidable Iroquois Six Nations in western New York, Senecas occupied a significant if ambivalent
place within the newly established United States. They found themselves the object of missionaries'
conversion efforts while also confronting land speculators, poachers, squatters, timber-cutters, and officials
from state and federal governments.

In response, Seneca communities sought to preserve their territories and culture amid a maelstrom of
economic, social, religious, and political change. They succeeded through a remarkable course of cultural
innovation and conservation, skillful calculation and luck, and the guidance of both a Native prophet and
unusual Quakers. Through the prophecies of Handsome Lake and the message of Quaker missionaries, this
process advanced fitfully, incorporating elements of Christianity and white society and economy, along with
older Seneca ideas and practices.

But cultural reinvention did not come easily. Episodes of Seneca witch-hunting reflected the wider crises the
Senecas were experiencing. Ironically, as with so much of their experience in this period, such episodes also
allowed for the preservation of Seneca sovereignty, as in the case of Tommy Jemmy, a Seneca chief tried by
New York in 1821 for executing a Seneca "witch." Here Senecas improbably but successfully defended their
right to self-government. Through the stories of Tommy Jemmy, Handsome Lake, and others, Seneca
Possessed explores how the Seneca people and their homeland were "possessed"—culturally, spiritually,
materially, and legally—in the era of early American independence.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Pippin:

Typically the book Seneca Possessed: Indians, Witchcraft, and Power in the Early American Republic (Early
American Studies) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Seneca Possessed: Indians, Witchcraft, and Power in the Early American Republic (Early American Studies)
is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Jenny Davis:

This Seneca Possessed: Indians, Witchcraft, and Power in the Early American Republic (Early American
Studies) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal
with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using
great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Seneca Possessed: Indians, Witchcraft, and Power in the Early
American Republic (Early American Studies) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it
is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right
but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
that will?

David Barthel:

Beside this Seneca Possessed: Indians, Witchcraft, and Power in the Early American Republic (Early
American Studies) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like
an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Seneca Possessed: Indians, Witchcraft,
and Power in the Early American Republic (Early American Studies) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from
today!

John Street:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but also native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Seneca Possessed: Indians, Witchcraft, and Power in the Early American Republic (Early



American Studies) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get
creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
be doubt to change your life at this time book Seneca Possessed: Indians, Witchcraft, and Power in the Early
American Republic (Early American Studies). You can more desirable than now.
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