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A Life Adrift, the memoir of balladeer-political activist Soeda Azembo (1872-1944), chronicles his life as one
of Japan’s first modern mass entertainers and imparts an understanding of how ordinary people experienced
and accommodated the tumult of life in prewar Japan.  Azembo created enka songs sung by tenant farmers in
rural hinterlands and factory hands in Tokyo and Osaka.  Although his work is still largely unknown outside
Japan, his poems and lyrics were so well known at his career’s peak that a single verse served as shorthand
expressing popular attitudes about political corruption, sex scandals, spiralling prices, war, and love of
motherland.  As these categories attest, he embedded in his songs contemporary views on class conflict,
gender relations, and racial attitudes toward international rivals.  Ordinary people valued Azembo’s music
because it was of them and for them. They also appreciated it for being distinctively modern and home-
grown, qualities rare among the cultural innovations that flooded into Japan from the mid-nineteenth century.
A Life Adrift stands out as the only memoir of its kind, one written first-hand by a leader in the world of enka
singing.
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From reader reviews:

George Falls:

This A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge
Contemporary Japan) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular A
Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary
Japan) without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan
(Routledge Contemporary Japan) can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This A Life Adrift: Soeda
Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan) having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Angel Sherrill:

The actual book A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge
Contemporary Japan) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in
Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gordon Miller:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled A Life
Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan)
the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for
but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The A Life Adrift: Soeda
Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan) giving you a
different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better
life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

Angela Rodriguez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo,



Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you
are able to pick A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge
Contemporary Japan) become your own starter.
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