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A preeminent critic maps the frontier of contemporary poetry.

In this book, Jerome McGann argues that contemporary language-oriented writing implies a marked change
in the way we think about our poetic tradition on one hand and in the future of criticism on the other. He
focuses on Walter Benjamin and Gertrude Stein as important intellectual resources because both see the
history of poetry as a crisis of the present rather than as a legacy of the past. The crisis appears as a poetic
deficit in contemporary culture, where values of politics and morality are judged prima facie more important
than aesthetic values. McGann argues for the fundamental relevance of the aesthetic dimension and the
contemporary relevance of cultural works of the past.

McGann moves through several broad categories in his examination of contemporary poetry, including the
ways in which poetry must be abstract, change, and give pleasure. The author draws on sources ranging from
the poetry of Bruce Andrews and Robert Duncan to Looney Tunes cartoons. The experimental move in
contemporary poetry, McGann contends, is an emergency signal for readers and critics as much as it is for
writers and poets, a signal that calls us to rethink the aesthetics of criticism. The interpretation of literary
works has been dominated by enlightenment models—the expository essay and monograph—for almost two
hundred years. With the emergence of new media, especially digital culture, the limitations of those models
have grown increasingly apparent.

The Point Is To Change It explores alternative critical methods and provides a powerful call to reinvent our
modes of investigation in order to escape the limitations of our inherited academic models. The goal of this
process is to widen existing cracks or create new ones because, as McGann points out via the lyrics of
Leonard Cohen, "That's how the light gets in."
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From reader reviews:

Steve Teegarden:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Point Is To Change It: Poetry
and Criticism in the Continuing Present (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) book as beginner and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Diana Chung:

The reserve untitled The Point Is To Change It: Poetry and Criticism in the Continuing Present (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The
Point Is To Change It: Poetry and Criticism in the Continuing Present (Modern & Contemporary Poetics)
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Carol Anthony:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The The Point Is To Change It: Poetry and Criticism in the Continuing Present (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics) provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Curtis Phillips:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve The Point Is To Change It: Poetry and Criticism in the Continuing Present
(Modern & Contemporary Poetics) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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