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In Poor Kids in a Rich Country, Lee Rainwater and Timothy Smeeding ask what it means to be poor in a
prosperous nation - especially for any country's most vulnerable citizens, its children. In comparing the
situation of American children in low-income families with their counterparts in fourteen other
countries—including Western Europe, Australia, and Canada—they provide a powerful perspective on the
dynamics of child poverty in the United States.

Based on the rich data available from the transnational Luxembourg Income Study (LIS), Poor Kids in a
Rich Country puts child poverty in the United States in an international context. Rainwater and Smeeding
find that while the child poverty rate in most countries has been relatively stable over the past 30 years, child
poverty has increased markedly in the United States and Britain—two of the world's wealthiest countries.
The book delves into the underlying reasons for this difference, examining the mix of earnings and
government transfers, such as child allowances, sickness and maternity benefits, unemployment insurance,
and other social assistance programs that go into the income packages available to both single- and dual-
parent families in each country. Rainwater and Smeeding call for policies to make it easier for working
parents to earn a decent living while raising their children—policies such as parental leave, childcare
support, increased income supports for working poor families, and a more socially oriented education policy.
They make a convincing argument that our definition of poverty should not be based solely on the official
poverty line—that is, the minimum income needed to provide a certain level of consumption—but on the
social and economic resources necessary for full participation in society.

Combining a wealth of empirical data on international poverty levels with a thoughtful new analysis of how
best to use that data, Poor Kids in a Rich Country will provide an essential tool for researchers and
policymakers who make decisions about child and family policy.
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From reader reviews:

Greg Wilson:

Here thing why that Poor Kids in a Rich Country: America's Children in Comparative Perspective are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Poor Kids in a Rich Country: America's Children
in Comparative Perspective giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no e-book that similar with Poor Kids in a Rich Country: America's Children in
Comparative Perspective. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Poor Kids in a Rich Country: America's Children in
Comparative Perspective in e-book can be your option.

Kenneth Wallace:

The publication with title Poor Kids in a Rich Country: America's Children in Comparative Perspective
contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind
of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Neil Myers:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Poor Kids in a Rich Country: America's
Children in Comparative Perspective, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Rosa Felton:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the
book Poor Kids in a Rich Country: America's Children in Comparative Perspective we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this



book Poor Kids in a Rich Country: America's Children in Comparative Perspective. You can more desirable
than now.
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