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The gap between the richest and poorest Americans has grown steadily over the last thirty years, and
economic inequality is on the rise in many other industrialized democracies as well. But the magnitude and
pace of the increase differs dramatically across nations. A country’s political system and its institutions play
a critical role in determining levels of inequality in a society. Democracy, Inequality, and Representation
argues that the reverse is also true—inequality itself shapes political systems and institutions in powerful and
often overlooked ways.

In Democracy, Inequality, and Representation, distinguished political scientists and economists use a set of
international databases to examine the political causes and consequences of income inequality. The volume
opens with an examination of how differing systems of political representation contribute to cross-national
variations in levels of inequality. Torben Iverson and David Soskice calculate that taxes and income transfers
help reduce the poverty rate in Sweden by over 80 percent, while the comparable figure for the United States
is only 13 percent. Noting that traditional economic models fail to account for this striking discrepancy, the
authors show how variations in electoral systems lead to very different outcomes.

But political causes of disparity are only one part of the equation. The contributors also examine how
inequality shapes the democratic process. Pablo Beramendi and Christopher Anderson show how disparity
mutes political voices: at the individual level, citizens with the lowest incomes are the least likely to vote,
while high levels of inequality in a society result in diminished electoral participation overall. Thomas
Cusack, Iverson, and Philipp Rehm demonstrate that uncertainty in the economy changes voters’ attitudes;
the mere risk of losing one’s job generates increased popular demand for income support policies almost as
much as actual unemployment does. Ronald Rogowski and Duncan McRae illustrate how changes in levels
of inequality can drive reforms in political institutions themselves. Increased demand for female labor
participation during World War II led to greater equality between men and women, which in turn encouraged
many European countries to extend voting rights to women for the first time.

The contributors to this important new volume skillfully disentangle a series of complex relationships
between economics and politics to show how inequality both shapes and is shaped by policy. Democracy,
Inequality, and Representation provides deeply nuanced insight into why some democracies are able to
curtail inequality—while others continue to witness a division that grows ever deeper.
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From reader reviews:

Preston Sloan:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Democracy, Inequality, and Representation in Comparative Perspective book is
readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer involving Democracy, Inequality, and Representation in Comparative Perspective content conveys
prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Democracy, Inequality, and Representation in
Comparative Perspective is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Frederick Rothman:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Democracy, Inequality, and
Representation in Comparative Perspective that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Democracy, Inequality,
and Representation in Comparative Perspective become your own starter.

Jose Pina:

You can find this Democracy, Inequality, and Representation in Comparative Perspective by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.

Corey Cook:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Democracy, Inequality, and Representation in
Comparative Perspective was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Democracy, Inequality, and Representation in Comparative Perspective has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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