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Crossing the Gods examines the sometimes antagonistic and sometimes cozy but always difficult and
dangerous relationship between religion and politics in countries around the globe.            

Eminent sociologist of religion Jay Demerath traveled to Brazil, China, Egypt, Guatemala, India, Indonesia,
Israel, Japan, Northern Ireland, Pakistan, Poland, Sweden, Turkey, and Thailand to explore the history and
current relationship of religion, politics, and the state in each country. In the first part of this wide-ranging
book, he asks, What are the basic fault lines along which current tensions and conflicts have formed? What
are the trajectories of change from past to present, and how do they help predict the future?

In the book’s second part the author returns home to focus on the United States  the only nation founded
specifically on the principle of a separation between religion and state  and examines the extent to which this
principle actually holds and the consequences when it does not. Highlighting such issues as culture wars,
violence, globalization, and the fluidity of individual religious identity, Demerath exposes the provincialism
and fallacies underlying many of our views of religion and politics worldwide.

Finally, Demerath examines America’s status as the world’s most religious nation. He places that claim
within a comparative context and argues that our country is not “more religious” but “differently religious.”
He argues that it represents a unique combination of congregational religion, religious pluralism, and civil
religion. But the United States also illustrates the universal tendency for the sacred to give way to the secular
and for the secular to generate new forms of the sacred.
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From reader reviews:

George Nygaard:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Crossing the Gods:
World Religions and Worldly Politics is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Margaret Williams:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Crossing the Gods: World
Religions and Worldly Politics can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Lisa Martin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Crossing the Gods: World Religions and Worldly Politics or
maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Crossing the Gods: World Religions and Worldly Politics to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Gayle Oconnell:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the book
Crossing the Gods: World Religions and Worldly Politics we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Crossing the Gods:
World Religions and Worldly Politics. You can more pleasing than now.
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