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On September 25, 1890, the Mormon prophet Wilford Woodruff publicly instructed his followers to abandon
polygamy. In doing so, he initiated a process that would fundamentally alter the Latter-day Saints and their
faith. Trading the most integral elements of their belief system for national acceptance, the Mormons
recreated themselves as model Americans.

Mary Campbell tells the story of this remarkable religious transformation in Charles Ellis Johnson and the
Erotic Mormon Image. One of the church’s favorite photographers, Johnson (1857–1926) spent the 1890s
and early 1900s taking pictures of Mormonism’s most revered figures and sacred sites. At the same time, he
did a brisk business in mail-order erotica, creating and selling stereoviews that he referred to as his “spicy
pictures of girls.” Situating these images within the religious, artistic, and legal culture of turn-of-the-century
America, Campbell reveals the unexpected ways in which they worked to bring the Saints into the nation’s
mainstream after the scandal of polygamy.

Engaging, interdisciplinary, and deeply researched, Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image
demonstrates the profound role pictures played in the creation of both the modern Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and the modern American nation.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Gonsalves:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic
Mormon Image book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Linda Williams:

This Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be
a successful person, why. The reason of this Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image can be
among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
anyone with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Lettie Perez:

This Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image is brand-new way for you who has interest to look
for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Charles Ellis
Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort
for your better life as well as knowledge.

Kelly Spinney:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic
Mormon Image to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a
book and go through it. Beside that the book Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image can to be



your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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