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An intriguing and nostalgic exploration of the relationships between children’s building sets and
developments in modern architecture

This entertaining book offers a novel view of architecture through the prism of construction toys. Ranging
over the last century to the present, Brenda and Robert Vale draw parallels between the model-building sets
of the modern period and architectural movements, social history, and national identities and myths. Some
children’s construction toys such as Lincoln Logs and Tudor Minibrix have looked to the past. Others have
looked to the future: as early as the 1920s, the American metal toy Bilt-E-Z could be used to construct a
stepped-back skyscraper like the Empire State Building.

The Vales investigate not only how models sets have reflected different building styles but also whether the
toys themselves influenced the careers of the children who grew up playing with them. They explore
connections between model-railway buildings and modernism; model sets such as Castos and reinforced
concrete housing; and even between the creative but slightly surreal Playplax and postmodern
deconstructivist architecture. 111 illustrations, 97 in color
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From reader reviews:

Tanya Minor:

The e-book untitled Architecture on the Carpet: The Curious Tale of Construction Toys and the Genesis of
Modern Buildings is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information
that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Architecture on the Carpet: The
Curious Tale of Construction Toys and the Genesis of Modern Buildings from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Charlotte Gambrel:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Architecture on the Carpet: The Curious Tale of
Construction Toys and the Genesis of Modern Buildings can be excellent book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Carol Shull:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This guide Architecture on the Carpet: The Curious Tale of Construction Toys
and the Genesis of Modern Buildings was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways
to get book that you wanted.

Michele Fernandez:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful pics on there.
Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this era, many ways to get
whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Architecture on the
Carpet: The Curious Tale of Construction Toys and the Genesis of Modern Buildings can make you feel



more interested to read.
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