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Now back in print with a new essay, this classic of Iowa history focuses on the Old Order Amish
Mennonites, the state’s most distinctive religious minority. Sociologist Elmer Schwieder and historian
Dorothy Schwieder began their research with the largest group of Old Order Amish in the state, the
community near Kalona in Johnson and Washington counties, in April 1970; they extended their studies and
friendships in later years to other Old Order settlements as well as the slightly less conservative Beachy
Amish.

A Peculiar People explores the origin and growth of the Old Order Amish in Iowa, their religious practices,
economic organization, family life, the formation of new communities, and the vital issue of education.
Included also are appendixes giving the 1967 “Act Relating to Compulsory School Attendance and
Educational Standards”; a sample “Church Organization Financial Agreement,” demonstrating the group’s
unusual but advantageous mutual financial system; and the 1632 Dortrecht Confession of Faith, whose
eighteen articles cover all the basic religious tenets of the Old Order Amish.

Thomas Morain’s new essay describes external and internal issues for the Iowa Amish from the 1970s to
today. The growth of utopian Amish communities across the nation, changes in occupation (although The
Amish Directory still lists buggy shop operators, wheelwrights, and one lone horse dentist), the current state
of education and health care, and the conscious balance between modern and traditional ways are reflected in
an essay that describes how the Old Order dedication to Gelassenheit—the yielding of self to the interests of
the larger community—has served its members well into the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Grossi:

The book A Peculiar People: Iowa's Old Order Amish (Bur Oak Book) can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book A
Peculiar People: Iowa's Old Order Amish (Bur Oak Book)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book A Peculiar People: Iowa's Old Order Amish (Bur Oak Book) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jackson Ponce:

Here thing why this kind of A Peculiar People: Iowa's Old Order Amish (Bur Oak Book) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. A Peculiar People: Iowa's Old Order Amish (Bur Oak
Book) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
guide that similar with A Peculiar People: Iowa's Old Order Amish (Bur Oak Book). It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even
in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
A Peculiar People: Iowa's Old Order Amish (Bur Oak Book) in e-book can be your choice.

Curtis Miller:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This A Peculiar People: Iowa's Old Order Amish (Bur
Oak Book) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have A Peculiar People: Iowa's Old Order
Amish (Bur Oak Book).

Cynthia Olson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book A Peculiar People: Iowa's Old Order Amish (Bur Oak Book) was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you



can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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