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The Vietnam war continues to be the focus of intense controversy. While most people—liberals,
conservatives, Democrats, Republicans, historians, pundits, and citizens alike—agree that the United States
did not win the war, a vocal minority argue the opposite or debate why victory never came, attributing the
quagmire to everything from domestic politics to the press. The military never lost a battle, how then did it
not win the war?

Stepping back from this overheated fray, bestselling author John Prados takes a fresh look at both the war
and the debates about it to produce a much-needed and long-overdue reassessment of one of our nation's
most tragic episodes. Drawing upon several decades of research-including recently declassified documents,
newly available presidential tapes, and a wide range of Vietnamese and other international sources—Prados's
magisterial account weaves together multiple perspectives across an epic-sized canvas where domestic
politics, ideologies, nations, and militaries all collide.

Prados patiently pieces back together the events and moments, from the end of World War II until our
dispiriting departure from Vietnam in 1975, that reveal a war that now appears to have been truly
unwinnable—due to opportunities lost, missed, ignored, or refused. He shows how—from the Truman
through the Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon administrations—American leaders consistently
ignored or misunderstood the realities in Southeast Asia and passed up every opportunity to avoid war in the
first place or avoid becoming ever more mired in it after it began. Highlighting especially Ike's seminal and
long-lasting influence on our Vietnam policy, Prados demonstrates how and why our range of choices
narrowed with each passing year, while our decision-making continued to be distorted by Cold War politics
and fundamental misperceptions about the culture, psychology, goals, and abilities of both our enemies and
our allies in Vietnam.

By turns engaging narrative history, compelling analytic treatise, and moving personal account, Prados's
magnum opus challenges previous authors and should rightfully take its place as the most comprehensive,
up-to-date, and accurate one-volume account of a war that—judging by the frequent analogies to the current
war in Iraq—has not yet really ended for any of us.
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From reader reviews:

Abel Mulholland:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Vietnam: The History of an Unwinnable War, 1945-
1975 (Modern War Studies) will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

David Stephenson:

Vietnam: The History of an Unwinnable War, 1945-1975 (Modern War Studies) can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Vietnam: The History of an Unwinnable War, 1945-1975 (Modern War Studies) however doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Gregory Phipps:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Vietnam: The History of an Unwinnable War, 1945-1975 (Modern War Studies) this
publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Samuel Brooks:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Vietnam: The History of an Unwinnable War,
1945-1975 (Modern War Studies) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Vietnam: The History of an Unwinnable War, 1945-1975 (Modern War Studies) has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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