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Historians often regard the police as a modern development, and indeed, many pre-modern societies had no
such institution. Most recent scholarship has claimed that Roman society relied on kinship networks or
community self-regulation as a means of conflict resolution and social control. This model, according to
Christopher Fuhrmann, fails to properly account for the imperial-era evidence, which arguesin fact for an
expansion of state-sponsored policing activitiesin the first three centuries of the Common Era. Drawing on a
wide variety of source material--from art, archaeol ogy, administrative documents, Egyptian papyri, laws,
Jewish and Christian religious texts, and ancient narratives--Policing the Roman Empire provides a
comprehensive overview of Roman imperia policing practices with chapters devoted to fugitive slave
hunting, the pivotal role of Augustus, the expansion of policing under his successors, and communities
lacking soldier-police that were forced to rely on self-help or civilian police.

Rather than merely catal oguing references to police, this study sets policing in the broader context of Roman
attitudes towards power, public order, and administration. Fuhrmann argues that a broad range of groups
understood the potential value of police, from the emperors to the peasantry. Y ears of different police
initiatives coalesced into an uneven patchwork of police institutions that were not always coordinated,
effective, or upright. But the end result was a new means by which the Roman state--more ambitious than
often supposed--could seek to control the lives of its subjects, asin the imperial persecutions of Christians.

The first synoptic analysis of Roman policing in over a hundred years, and the first ever in English, Policing
the Roman Empire will be of great interest to scholars and students of classics, history, law, and religion.
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From reader reviews:
Maria Macdonald:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? |
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guarderia until university need this Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers,
Administration, and Public Order to read.

Ray Shippee:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Policing the Roman Empire:
Soldiers, Administration, and Public Order, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you till
wish to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Frances Temple:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because al of thistime you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers, Administration, and Public Order can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Robert Wallace:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Policing the Roman
Empire: Soldiers, Administration, and Public Order which is getting the e-book version. So, try out this
book? Let's notice.
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