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The ongoing relevance of Belgian painter René Magritte may lie in the semiotic character of his work and its
ability to create chasms between the world, its surfaces and the signs we use to occupy it. Magritte's
paintings offer a space for the viewer to contemplate the emptiness of signs and to locate that emptiness in a
world we recognize--indeed, the artist relies on the props of normalcy in order to upend, invert and collapse
them into the terra incognita where life leaves off and art begins. "The mind loves the unknown," he avowed,
"it loves images whose meaning is unknown, since the meaning of the mind itself is unknown." In
Attempting the Impossible we have a new definitive Magritte monograph, replacing David Sylvester's
volume of the early 1990s. Featuring more than 300 works, it contains much unpublished material and
includes chapters covering Magritte's photography, drawings and influence on German and American
contemporary art. Each chapter opens with a close reading of a key work--such as "The Treachery of
Images" ("This is not a pipe") of 1928-29--and a reconstruction of its intellectual and historical contexts. Art
historian Siegfried Gohr examines Magritte's marriage and friendships, the phases of his work (from his
sunlit Renoir period and his "période vache" to his bright and visually arresting postwar work, which had
such an influence on the advertising industry), the Belgian roots of his wit and sensibility and his word
paintings and investigations into the paradoxes of representation.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Baudoin:

This book untitled Magritte: Attempting the Impossible to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Michael Proctor:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Magritte: Attempting the
Impossible, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Suk Barry:

This Magritte: Attempting the Impossible is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Magritte: Attempting the Impossible can
be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean
in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in
addition to knowledge.

Robert Hansen:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Magritte: Attempting the Impossible can give you a
lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Magritte: Attempting the Impossible.
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