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There is extensive literature on Freud and language; however, there is very little that looks at Freud’s use of
the spoken word. In Freud and the Spoken Word: Speech as a key to the unconscious, Ana-María Rizzuto
contends that Freud’s focus on the intrapsychic function and meaning of patients’ words allowed him to use
the new psychoanalytic method of talking to gain access to unconscious psychic life. In creating the first
‘talking therapy’, Freud began a movement that still underpins how psychoanalysts understand and use the
spoken word in clinical treatment and advance psychoanalytic theory. With careful and critical reference to
Freud’s own work, this book draws out conclusions on the nature of verbal exchanges between analyst and
patient.

Ana- María Rizzuto begins with a close look at Freud’s early monograph On Aphasia, suggesting that Freud
was motivated by his need to understand the disturbed speech phenomena observed in three of the patients
described in Studies on Hysteria. She then turns to an examination of how Freud integrated the spoken word
into his theories as well as how he actually talked with his patients, looking again at the Studies in Hysteria
and continuing with the Dora case, the Rat Man and the Wolf Man. In these chapters, the author interprets
how Freud’s report of his own words shed light on the varying relationships he had with his patients, when
and how he was able to follow his own recommendations for treatment and when another factor (therapeutic
zeal, or the wish to prove a theory) appeared to interfere in communication between the two parties in the
analysis.

Freud and the Spoken Word examines Freud’s work with a critical eye. The book explores his contribution
in relation to the spoken word, enhances its significance, and challenges its shortcomings. It is written for
psychoanalysts, psychotherapists, Freud’s scholars and academics interested in his views on the words
spoken in life and in psychoanalysis.

Argentine born Ana-María Rizzuto trained in psychoanalysis in Boston and was for forty years in the PINE
Psychoanalytic Center Faculty and is Training and Supervisory Analyst Emerita. She has made significant
contributions to the psychoanalysis of religious experience and has written in national and international
journals about the significance of words in the clinical situation. She has written three books and lectured
about her work in North America, Latin America, Europe, and Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Terrill:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Freud and the
Spoken Word: Speech as a key to the unconscious? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Margarito Rone:

This Freud and the Spoken Word: Speech as a key to the unconscious book is simply not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Freud and the Spoken Word: Speech as a key to the unconscious
without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry Freud and the Spoken Word: Speech as a key to the unconscious can bring when you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Freud and the Spoken Word: Speech as a key to the unconscious having good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Gregory Rivera:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Freud and the Spoken Word: Speech as
a key to the unconscious which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Eric Valentine:

This Freud and the Spoken Word: Speech as a key to the unconscious is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Freud and the
Spoken Word: Speech as a key to the unconscious can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life and knowledge.
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