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Child abuse and neglect are intractable problems exacting a terrible toll on children and rending the very
fabric of our society. What can be done to reduce the suffering? If there were simple solutions to abuse and
neglect they would have been discovered long ago. There are no easy answers, but in this vivid history of
child protection in America, John E.B. Myers introduces realistic policies that will reduce maltreatment and
strengthen the system that protects our children.

Before it is possible to design viable improvements in today's system, it is necessary to understand how it
evolved. The sweeping, beautifully written account of child protection in America traces its growth from
colonial days to the present--from the rise and gradual disappearance of orphanages, the growth of foster
care, the birth of organized child protection in 1874, and the rise of private societies to prevent cruelty, to the
twentieth-century transition to government-operated child protection.

Myers goes on to describe the principal causes of child maltreatment, including intergenerational
transmission of violence, poverty, substance abuse, cultural violence, excessive corporal punishment, sexual
deviance, evolution, mental illness, and domestic violence. Once the causes of maltreatment are clear, it is
possible to create solutions. Some of the proposals outlined have been in play for more than a century, while
others are new. Policies to combat poverty, expand nurse home visiting programs, increase access to day
care, strengthen a sense of community, outlaw corporal punishment, rethink our attitude toward alcohol, and
lower the toxicity in popular culture are rooted in a deep understanding of the cycle of violence and
challenge traditional ways of thinking.

Since it will never be possible to prevent all maltreatment, it is critical to strengthen the existing child
protection system. Attainable reforms such as dealing with the lingering effects of racism in the child
welfare, reworking funding mechanisms, refocusing leadership, creating a less adversarial system,
strengthening foster care, and reinventing the juvenile court point to flaws in our system but demonstrate that
progress is possible.

This provocative book will challenge all those concerned with children's welfare to move toward real
solutions that will make life better for America's most vulnerable children.
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From reader reviews:

Dee Alaniz:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Child Protection in America: Past,
Present, and Future to read.

Daniel Rhoads:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Child Protection in America:
Past, Present, and Future is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lisa Potter:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Child Protection in
America: Past, Present, and Future that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick Child Protection in America: Past, Present, and Future
become your own personal starter.

Hattie Godfrey:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Child Protection in America: Past, Present, and Future we can consider more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Child Protection in
America: Past, Present, and Future. You can more attractive than now.
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