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IT has been remarked by Lord Bacon, in one of his happy illustrations, that time is like a river, which, as it
flows on, bears on its surface only what is light and trivial, while all that is solid and valuable sinks beneath
its waters. The history of St. Patrick is an instance of the truth of this observation; his real character was for
ages unknown; his name was associated, in the popular belief, only with puerile fables and ridiculous
miracles, and no one thought of doubting that the doctrines which he taught were those of the modern
Church of Rome. Of late years, however, it has been otherwise, for extracts from his writings have been
published, and other proofs given, that the popular traditions were unfounded, and he has been shown to
have higher claims on our esteem and admiration that was at one time supposed. The source from which the
most important evidence has been derived, is the Confession, which has been brought out of its obscurity,
and many passages of great interest quoted from it, by various writers. But as these, however accurate they
may be, will not supply the place of the work itself nor afford as satisfactory evidence to the inquirer, it
cannot but be useful to render it accessible to the general reader, by means of an English translation; and to
enable every one to judge for himself of the purity of the faith originally planted in Ireland. It was with this
object that the following work was undertaken. The highest authorities at home and abroad consider it the
genuine composition of St. Patrick. To this effect the learned Dr. O’Conor, when quoting the testimony of
Mabillon in its favour, says, “with him agree Tillemont, Dupin, Ussher, and others, from whose judgment
one should be rash, or rather mad, who would dissent, without the strongest reasons.” To these may be added
Sir H. Spelman, Dr. Petrie, who states it to be the general opinion of the learned , and Dr. Neander, whose
valuable testimony is given in these words: “This work bears, in its simple, rude style, an impress that
corresponds entirely to Patricius’s stage of culture. There are to be found it in none of the traditions which,
perhaps, proceeded only from English monks—nothing wonderful, except what may be very easily explained
on psychological principles. All this vouches for the authenticity of the piece.” The only writer of any
learning who held a different opinion from these authorities, was Dr. Ledwich, who, having in his
“Antiquities of Ireland,” maintained the strange position, that no such person as St. Patrick ever existed, was
obliged to treat this work as a forgery. His reasons for denying its authenticity are thus expressed: “No notice
is taken of the education of our Apostle under St. Martin, Bishop of Tours, or his relationship to him; of his
journeys on the Continent, and his advancement to the episcopate of Ireland by Pope Celestine.” Now, to the
former objections it is easy to reply, that the Confession is not a history of his life; and, therefore, we ought
not to expect such details: and as to the last, so far from affording any ground for suspicion, it is one of the
most satisfactory internal proofs of its authenticity; for, had it been a forgery of those later ages, when the
mission of St. Patrick from Rome was invented, so important a circumstance in his history would not have
been omitted. As Dr. Ledwich, when in search of objections to the Confession, could not find any better than
these, it is evident that he was led to deny its authenticity, not by such frivolous pretences, but by his fancy
that there was no such person as St. Patrick.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Graham:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Confession of St. Patrick: Translated from the
Original Latin with an Introduction and Notes was making you to know about other know-how and of course
you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication The Confession of St. Patrick:
Translated from the Original Latin with an Introduction and Notes is not only giving you much more new
information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Confession of St. Patrick:
Translated from the Original Latin with an Introduction and Notes. You never really feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Dennis Jenkins:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Confession of St. Patrick: Translated from the Original Latin with an Introduction and Notes.

Rose Buck:

Beside this The Confession of St. Patrick: Translated from the Original Latin with an Introduction and Notes
in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Confession of St. Patrick: Translated from the
Original Latin with an Introduction and Notes because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
at times have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Lillian Thornton:

This The Confession of St. Patrick: Translated from the Original Latin with an Introduction and Notes is
brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this The Confession of St. Patrick: Translated from the Original Latin with an Introduction and Notes



can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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