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Although Francesco Petrarca's position as the "father" of Italian Renaissance humanism has long been
acknowledged, the specific meanings of his works and his legacy remain matters of controversy. Basic
questions about the tension between his devotion to secular pursuits and his respect for religious withdrawal,
about the authenticity of his ostensibly autobiographical writings, and about his relationship to scholasticism
still provoke sustained debate. Rereading the Renaissance, a study of Petrarch's uses of Augustine, uses
methods drawn from history and literary criticism to establish a framework for exploring Petrarch's
humanism by approaching it through it central practices of reading and writing.
Carol Quillen argues that the essential role of Augustine's words and authority in the expression of Petrarch's
humanism is best grasped through a study of the complex textual practices exemplified in the writings of
both men. Petrarch's reliance on Augustine is most evident in his ways of reading and in his strategies of
argument. Secondly, she maintains that Petrarch's appropriation of Augustine's words is only intelligible in
light of his struggle to legitimate his cultural ideals in the face of compelling opposition. Finally, Quillen
shows how Petrarch's uses of Augustine can simultaneously uphold his humanist ideals and challenge the
legitimacy of the assumptions on which those ideals were founded.
Interdisciplinary in scope and method, this volume speaks to important debates that span the humanities.
Scholars of literary and historical studies, as well as those in the fields of classical studies, patristics, and
comparative literature, will find in Rereading the Renaissance a solid contribution to their interests.
Carol Everhart Quillen is Associate Professor of History, Rice University.
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From reader reviews:

Roberta Granger:

Rereading the Renaissance: Petrarch, Augustine, and the Language of Humanism (Recentiores: Later Latin
Texts and Contexts) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get
every word into delight arrangement in writing Rereading the Renaissance: Petrarch, Augustine, and the
Language of Humanism (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and Contexts) although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Edward Cottrell:

Beside this Rereading the Renaissance: Petrarch, Augustine, and the Language of Humanism (Recentiores:
Later Latin Texts and Contexts) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Rereading the
Renaissance: Petrarch, Augustine, and the Language of Humanism (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and
Contexts) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Bradley Roberts:

You can find this Rereading the Renaissance: Petrarch, Augustine, and the Language of Humanism
(Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and Contexts) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern
era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Rudy Hendren:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know



that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Rereading the Renaissance: Petrarch, Augustine, and the Language
of Humanism (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and Contexts) can make you feel more interested to read.
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