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In 1976 and 1978, aerial photographer Georg Gerster had the rare opportunity to record the landscape of Iran
on over 100 flights and 300 flying hours. This unique photographic project resulted in a near-complete
documentation of the major archaeological sites and important landscapes in the region.

The book includes spectacular images of ancient citadels, desert ruins, and rice fields spreading like a vast
patchwork quilt in a river delta. There are many unexpected sights, such as the bird's-eye view of a crowded
ski resort in the Elburz Mountains, within easy reach of Tehran. Iran's densely packed cities, such as
Bushehr, located on the Persian Gulf, are elegantly captured by Gerster. They appear so very different from
Western European or North American cities of the same period; the complex, interlocking flat-roofed
buildings are both timeless and timely, with architecture that has stood unchanged for thousands of years,
along with brightly-colored 1970s cars parked in the colonnaded courtyards. Even the Iranian landscape
contains surprises: on closer inspection, the elaborate patterns made in fields with tractors and ploughs turn
out to have more to do with politics than agriculture or land art. A law at the time Gerster was photographing
allowed people to claim unused land by planting crops on it, and this type of ''agridoodle'' was apparently
enough to support such a claim.

Persia is the ancient name of the region we now know as Iran. We still reference the country's long and rich
cultural heritage when we speak of Persian carpets and Persian miniatures, of Persian language, history, and
literature. In her introduction to this book, Iranian-born writer Maryam Sachs lists some words borrowed
from the Persian language by English speakers, including azure, bazaar, gazelle, magic, musk, tapestry,
scarlet, narcissus, and paradise. These words offer insight into the country's landscape, inhabitants, and
traditions - influences that have indirectly shaped the photos in the book. Paradise Lost vividly brings to life
a place, time, and culture that few people outside of Iran were able to witness.
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From reader reviews:

Richard McCain:

This Paradise Lost, Persia from Above book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Paradise Lost, Persia from Above without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Paradise Lost, Persia from Above can bring when you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even phone. This Paradise Lost, Persia from Above having excellent arrangement in word in addition
to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Maria Vanness:

Paradise Lost, Persia from Above can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Paradise Lost, Persia from Above
yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial thinking.

Hazel Reinoso:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Paradise Lost, Persia from Above guide
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Paradise Lost, Persia from Above as good book but not only
by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Rita Beatty:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Paradise Lost,
Persia from Above will give you new experience in reading through a book.
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