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The most striking feature of Wutong, the preeminent God of Wealth in late imperial China, was the deity’s
diabolical character. Wutong was perceived not as a heroic figure or paragon but rather as an embodiment of
greed and lust, a maleficent demon who preyed on the weak and vulnerable. In The Sinister Way, Richard
von Glahn examines the emergence and evolution of the Wutong cult within the larger framework of the
historical development of Chinese popular or vernacular religion—as opposed to institutional religions such
as Buddhism or Daoism. Von Glahn’s study, spanning three millennia, gives due recognition to the morally
ambivalent and demonic aspects of divine power within the common Chinese religious culture.

Surveying Chinese religion from 1000 BCE to the beginning of the twentieth century, The Sinister Way
views the Wutong cult as by no means an aberration. In Von Glahn’s work we see how, from earliest times,
the Chinese imagined an enchanted world populated by fiendish fairies and goblins, ancient stones and trees
that spring suddenly to life, ghosts of the unshriven dead, and the blood-eating spirits of the mountains and
forests. From earliest times, too, we find in Chinese religious culture an abiding tension between two
fundamental orientations: on one hand, belief in the power of sacrifice and exorcism to win blessings and
avert calamity through direct appeal to a multitude of gods; on the other, faith in an all-encompassing moral
equilibrium inhering in the cosmos.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Wimmer:

This Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700 book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. This Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700
without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become
worry Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700 can bring when you are and
not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop
even telephone. This Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700 having great
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Arthur Furr:

Typically the book Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700 will bring you to
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Fountain of Fortune: Money
and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700 is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Holly Sheehan:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700 can be
great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Marcia Marshall:

The reason? Because this Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China, 1000-1700 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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