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Questions about the dignity of the human person give rise to many of the most central and hotly disputed
topics in bioethics. In A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of
Conscience, Christopher Kaczor investigates whether each human being has intrinsic dignity and whether the
very concept of "dignity" has a useful place in contemporary ethical debates. Kaczor explores a broad range
of issues addressed in contemporary bioethics, including whether there is a duty of "procreative
beneficence," the ethics of ectopic pregnancy, and the possibility of "rescuing" human embryos with human
wombs or artificial wombs. A Defense of Dignity also treats issues relevant to the end of life, including
physician-assisted suicide, provision of food and water to patients in a persistent vegetative state, and how to
proceed with organ donation following death. Finally, what are the duties and prerogatives of health care
professionals who refuse in conscience to take part in activities that they regard as degrading to human
dignity? Should they be forced to do what they consider to be violations of the patient's well being, or does
patient autonomy always trump the conscience of a health care professional?
 
Grounded in the Catholic intellectual and moral tradition, A Defense of Dignity argues that all human beings
from the beginning to the end of their lives should be treated with respect and considers how this belief
should be applied in controversial cases.
 
"A Defense of Dignity provides a skillful, informed, and clear philosophical analysis, from a natural law
perspective, of a range of controversial, and sometimes complex, bioethical questions concerning the
beginning and end of life. Few authors approach bioethics from a natural law perspective, and few do it as
well as Christopher Kaczor. The book should be of interest not only to natural law philosophers and their
students, but also to anyone interested in bioethics." —John Keown, Georgetown University

"Moral questions at the beginning and ending of life and controversies over liberty of conscience are among
the most vexing and important issues of our day. Christopher Kaczor brings his characteristic moral
seriousness and philosophical good sense to his treatment of these issues, all of which implicate the key
concept of human dignity. This eminently readable collection will provide an invaluable resource for
educators and students alike." —Christopher Tollefsen, University of South Carolina
 
“Indispensable. Kaczor untangles the various meanings of human dignity to undertake a reexamination of the
most serious and difficult issues in medical ethics. The book combines clarity with philosophical precision,
faithfulness to Catholic teaching with a thorough engagement with critics." —J. Budziszewski, University
of Texas at Austin
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From reader reviews:

Karen Wilson:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life,
Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND Studies in Medical Ethics) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some
of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Robert Heck:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and
Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND Studies in Medical Ethics) book is readable simply by you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving A Defense
of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND Studies in Medical
Ethics) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking A Defense
of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND Studies in Medical
Ethics) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Catherine Kuntz:

The e-book untitled A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of
Conscience (ND Studies in Medical Ethics) is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience
(ND Studies in Medical Ethics) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Darryl Payton:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life,
Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND Studies in Medical Ethics) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It



can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants
to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick A
Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND Studies in
Medical Ethics) become your own personal starter.
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