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The first complete, unvarnished history of Southern rock’s legendary and most popular band, from its
members’ hardscrabble boyhoods in Jacksonville, Florida and their rise to worldwide fame to the tragic
plane crash that killed the founder and the band’s rise again from the ashes.

In the summer of 1964 Jacksonville, Florida teenager Ronnie Van Zant and some of his friends hatched the
idea of forming a band to play covers of the Rolling Stones, Beatles, Yardbirds and the country and blues-
rock music they had grown to love. Naming their band after Leonard Skinner, the gym teacher at Robert E.
Lee Senior High School who constantly badgered the long-haired aspiring musicians to get haircuts, they
were soon playing gigs at parties, and bars throughout the South. During the next decade Lynyrd Skynyrd
grew into the most critically acclaimed and commercially successful of the rock bands to emerge from the
South since the Allman Brothers. Their hits “Free Bird” and “Sweet Home Alabama” became classics. Then,
at the height of its popularlity in 1977, the band was struck with tragedy --a plane crash that killed Ronnie
Van Zant and two other band members.

Lynyrd Skynyrd: Remembering the Free Birds of Southern Rock is an intimate chronicle of the band from its
earliest days through the plane crash and its aftermath, to its rebirth and current status as an enduring cult
favorite. From his behind-the-scenes perspective as Ronnie Van Zant’s lifelong friend and frequent member
of the band’s entourage who was also aboard the plane on that fateful flight, Gene Odom reveals the unique
synthesis of blues/country rock and songwriting talent, relentless drive, rebellious Southern swagger and
down-to-earth sensibility that brought the band together and made it a defining and hugely popular Southern
rock band -- as well as the destructive forces that tore it apart. Illustrated throughout with rare photos, Odom
traces the band’s rise to fame and shares personal stories that bring to life the band’s journey.

For the fans who have purchased a cumulative 35 million copies of Lynyrd Skynyrd’s albums and continue
to pack concerts today, Lynyrd Skynyrd is a celebration of an immortal American band.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Cooke:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Lynyrd Skynyrd: Remembering the Free Birds of Southern Rock
can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Robert Stratton:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Lynyrd Skynyrd: Remembering the Free Birds of Southern Rock offer you a new experience in reading a
book.

Brain West:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is Lynyrd Skynyrd: Remembering the Free Birds of Southern Rock. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Andrew Hulbert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims
Lynyrd Skynyrd: Remembering the Free Birds of Southern Rock.
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