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The body plays a central role in shaping our experience of the world. Why, then, are we so frequently
oblivious to our own bodies? We gaze at the world, but rarely see our own eyes. We may be unable to
explain how we perform the simplest of acts. We are even less aware of our internal organs and the
physiological processes that keep us alive. In this fascinating work, Drew Leder examines all the ways in
which the body is absent—forgotten, alien, uncontrollable, obscured.

In part 1, Leder explores a wide range of bodily functions with an eye to structures of concealment and
alienation. He discusses not only perception and movement, skills and tools, but a variety of "bodies" that
philosophers tend to overlook: the inner body with its anonymous rhythms; the sleeping body into which we
nightly lapse; the prenatal body from which we first came to be. Leder thereby seeks to challenge "primacy
of perception." In part 2, Leder shows how this phenomenology allows us to rethink traditional concepts of
mind and body. Leder argues that Cartesian dualism exhibits an abiding power because it draws upon life-
world experiences. Descartes' corpus is filled with disruptive bodies which can only be subdued by
exercising "disembodied" reason. Leder explores the origins of this notion of reason as disembodied,
focusing upon the hidden corporeality of language and thought. In a final chapter, Leder then proposes a new
ethic of embodiment to carry us beyond Cartesianism.

This original, important, and accessible work uses examples from the author's medical training throughout. It
will interest all those concerned with phenomenology, the philosophy of mind, or the Cartesian tradition;
those working in the health care professions; and all those fascinated by the human body.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Evans:

The actual book The Absent Body (4) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Lawrence Scuderi:

This The Absent Body (4) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you
who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts
accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Absent Body (4) in your hand
like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve
that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Mark Clark:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon.
The The Absent Body (4) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

April Hanson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is The Absent Body (4) this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when
he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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