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Jean-Antoine Houdon (1741-1826) has long been recognized as the greatest European portrait sculptor of the
late eighteenth century, flourishing during both the American and French Revolutions as well as during the
Directoire and Empire in France. Whether sculpting a head of state, an intellectual, or a young child, Houdon
had an uncanny ability to capture the essence of his subject with a characteristic pose or expression. Yet until
now, Houdon's exquisite sculptures have never been the subject of a major exhibition.

This lavish exhibition catalogue will immediately take its rightful place as the definitive work on Houdon.
With more than one hundred color plates and two hundred black and white halftones, Jean-Antoine Houdon:
Sculptor of the Enlightenment illustrates every stage of the sculptor's fascinating career, from his early
portrayals of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette to his stunning portraits of American patriots such as George
Washington, the Marquis de Lafayette, John Paul Jones, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson. Indeed
the images we hold dear of legendary Enlightenment figures like Diderot, Rousseau, d'Alembert, and
Voltaire are based on works by Houdon. More than mere representations, these sculptures provide us
fascinating, intimate glimpses into the very core of who these figures were. Houdon's genius animated even
his less illustrious subjects, like his portraits of his family and friends, and filled his sculptures of children
with delicacy and freshness. Accompanying the images of Houdon's masterworks are four insightful essays
that discuss Houdon's views on art (based in part on a newly discovered manuscript written by the artist) as
well as his prominence in the highly varied cultures of eighteenth-century France, Germany, and Russia.

From aristocrats to revolutionaries, actors to philosophers, Houdon's amazingly vivid portraits constitute the
visual record of the Enlightenment and capture the true spirit of a remarkable age. Jean-Antoine Houdon
finally gives these gorgeous works their due.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Smith:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Jean-Antoine Houdon: Sculptor of
the Enlightenment will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Frank Wimmer:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Jean-Antoine Houdon: Sculptor of the Enlightenment, you can tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Shannon Palmer:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to reading
a e-book. The book Jean-Antoine Houdon: Sculptor of the Enlightenment it is very good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Rosemary Lilly:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Jean-Antoine Houdon: Sculptor of the Enlightenment why because the
excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions
to pick up this book.
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