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The Traité de l'harmonie of Jen-Philippe Rameau is one of the most important books in the history of
Western music. Written while Rameau was still a relatively obscure organist and music master at Clermont-
Ferrand, the book received but one printing during Rameau's life, in 1722, shortly before he settled in Paris.
The Traité was immediately recognized as a profound advance in musical theory, however, and it established
Rameau's reputation as a theorist. His book was the first to codify those principles of tonality that were to
dominate the music of the West for almost two centuries. Even today the theories of Rameau remain the
basis for the study of harmony.
Rameau's Traité de l'harmonie is divided into four books, the first of which presents the mathematical basis
from which Rameau sought to derive his theories. Book Two may be considered the most important section
of the Traité; in it Rameau generates his entire harmonic system from fundamental principles, explaining
intervals, chords, and modes — everything, in fact, essential to musical composition in tonal style. Working
from the principles developed in Books One and Two, Book Three treats the practical rules of composition,
including such topics as harmonic modulation and chord progressions. Book Four concerns the practical art
of accompaniment on harpsichord or organ, including the realization of a figured bass. Corrections added by
Rameau in a supplement are included in the text, and all the musical examples have been reset in modern
musical notation. In addition, two pages from a unique copy of the first issue of the first edition are given in
facsimile. The translator's introduction discusses the history of the work, Rameau's mathematics, and his
place in the history of music theory.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Marques:

This Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music) are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on Music) can be on the
list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Treatise
on Harmony (Dover Books on Music) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Scott Peters:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Treatise on Harmony (Dover Books on
Music) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Jose Jones:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Treatise on
Harmony (Dover Books on Music) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Catherine Hudson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book Treatise on
Harmony (Dover Books on Music). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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