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The 1876 United States Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia was not only the United States' first important
world's fair, it signaled significant changes in the very shape of knowledge. Quarrels between participants in
the exhibition represented a greater conflict as the world transitioned between two different kinds of
modernity?the Enlightenment of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries to the High Modern period of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. At the center of this movement was a shift in the perceived relationship
between seeing and knowing and in the perception of what makes an object valuable?its usefulness as a
subject of study and learning versus its ability to be bought and sold on the market. Arguments over design
of the Centennial reflected these opposing viewpoints. Initial plans were rigidly structured, dividing the
exhibits by country and type. But as some exhibitors became more interested in the preferences of their
audience, they adopted a more modern stance. Objects traditionally displayed in isolated glass boxes were
placed in fictive context?the necklace draped over a mannequin, the vase set on a table in a model room. As
a result, the audience could more easily perceive these items as commodities suitable for their own
environments and the fair as a place to find ideas for a material lifestyle. Designing the Centennial is a vital
first look at the design process and the nature of the display. Bruno Giberti uses official reports of the U.S.
Centennial Commission and photographs of the Centennial Photographic Company, as well as the ephemera
of the exhibition and literary accounts in books, magazines, and newspapers to illuminate how the 1876 fair
revealed changes to come: in future world's fairs, museums, department stores, and in the nature of display
itself.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Robinson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Designing the Centennial: A History of the 1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia (Material
Worlds Series), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Elizabeth Givens:

The book Designing the Centennial: A History of the 1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia (Material
Worlds Series) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Dennis Carson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Designing the
Centennial: A History of the 1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia (Material Worlds Series) which is
finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Lloyd Gilbert:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Designing the Centennial: A History of the
1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia (Material Worlds Series) or perhaps others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Designing the
Centennial: A History of the 1876 International Exhibition in Philadelphia (Material Worlds Series) to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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